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Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
Debt Securities, Warrants, Preferred Stock,

Depositary Shares and Common Stock
 

We may offer from time to time in one or more series, together or separately:
 
 � debt securities;
 
 � warrants;
 
 � preferred stock;
 
 � depositary shares; and
 
 � common stock.
 

When we offer securities, we will provide you with a prospectus supplement describing the terms of the specific issue of securities including the offering price of the
securities.
 

 
You should read this prospectus and the prospectus supplement relating to the specific issue of securities carefully before you invest.

 

 
Our common stock is traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol “MER” and also on the Chicago Stock Exchange, the Pacific Exchange, the Paris

Bourse, the London Stock Exchange and the Tokyo Stock Exchange.
 

 
Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of these securities or determined if this prospectus is

truthful or complete. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.
 

 

Merrill Lynch & Co.
 

 
The date of this prospectus is June 29, 2004.



This offering is being made by a U.S. issuer using disclosure documents prepared in accordance with U.S. securities laws. Purchasers should be aware that these
requirements may differ from those of each of the provinces and territories of Canada. The financial statements included or incorporated by reference in this prospectus have
not been prepared in accordance with Canadian generally accepted accounting principles and may not be comparable to financial statements of Canadian issuers.
 

All of the directors and officers of the issuer and certain of the experts named in this prospectus reside outside of Canada. Substantially all of the assets of these persons
and of the issuer may be located outside Canada. The issuer has appointed Merrill Lynch Canada Inc., 181 Bay Street, Suite 400, Toronto, Ontario M5J 2V8 as its agent for
service of process in Canada, but it may not be possible for investors to effect service of process within Canada upon the directors, officers and experts referred to above. It may
also not be possible to enforce against the issuer, its directors and officers and certain of the experts named in this prospectus judgments obtained in Canadian courts predicated
upon the civil liability provisions of applicable securities laws in Canada.
 

This prospectus constitutes a public offering of these securities only in those jurisdictions where they may be lawfully offered for sale and in those jurisdictions only by
persons permitted to sell such securities. No securities commission or similar authority in Canada or the United States has in any way passed upon the merits of the securities
offered by this prospectus and any representation to the contrary is an offence.
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 MERRILL LYNCH & CO., INC.
 

We are a holding company that, through our U.S. and non-U.S. subsidiaries and affiliates such as Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, Merrill Lynch
Government Securities Inc., Merrill Lynch Capital Services, Inc., Merrill Lynch International, Merrill Lynch Capital Markets Bank Ltd., Merrill Lynch Investment Managers,
L.P., Merrill Lynch Investment Managers Limited, Merrill Lynch Bank U.S.A., Merrill Lynch Bank & Trust Co., Merrill Lynch International Bank Limited, Merrill Lynch
Japan Securities Co., Ltd., Merrill Lynch Canada, Inc. and Merrill Lynch Insurance Group, Inc., provides investment, financing, advisory, insurance, and related products and
services on a global basis, including:
 
 �  securities brokerage, trading and underwriting;
 
 �  investment banking, strategic services (including mergers and acquisitions), and other corporate finance advisory activities;
 
 �  wealth management products and services, including financial, retirement and generational planning;
 
 �  asset management and investment advisory services;
 
 �  origination, brokerage, dealer and related activities in swaps, options, forwards, exchange-traded futures, other derivatives and foreign exchange products;
 
 �  securities clearance, settlement financing services and prime brokerage;
 
 �  equity, debt, foreign exchange and economic research;
 
 �  private equity and other principal investment activities;
 
 �  banking, trust and lending services, including deposit taking, commercial and mortgage lending and related services;
 
 �  insurance and annuities sales and annuity underwriting services; and
 
 �  investment advisory and related record keeping services.
 

We provide these products and services to a wide array of clients, including individual investors, small businesses, corporations, governments, governmental agencies
and financial institutions.
 

Our principal executive office is located at 4 World Financial Center, New York, New York 10080; our telephone number is (212) 449-1000.
 

If you want to find more information about us, please see the sections entitled “Where You Can Find More Information” and “Incorporation of Information” in this
prospectus.
 

In this prospectus, “ML&Co.”, “we”, “us” and “our” refer specifically to Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc., the holding company. ML&Co. is the issuer of all the securities
offered under this prospectus.
 

 USE OF PROCEEDS
 

We intend to use the net proceeds from the sale of the securities for general corporate purposes, unless otherwise specified in the prospectus supplement relating to a
specific issue of securities. Our general corporate purposes may include financing the activities of our subsidiaries, financing our assets and those of our subsidiaries,
lengthening the average maturity of our borrowings and financing acquisitions. Until we use the net proceeds from the sale of any of our securities for general corporate
purposes, we will use the net proceeds to reduce our short-term indebtedness or for temporary investments. We expect that we will, on a recurrent basis, engage in additional
financings as the need arises to finance our growth, through acquisitions or otherwise, or to lengthen the average maturity of our borrowings. To the extent that securities being
purchased for resale by our subsidiary Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, referred to in this prospectus as MLPF&S, are not resold, the aggregate proceeds
that we and our subsidiaries would receive would be reduced.
 

CURRENCY
 

All dollars amounts in this prospectus are expressed in U.S. dollars, unless otherwise specified.
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 RATIO OF EARNINGS TO FIXED CHARGES AND RATIO OF EARNINGS TO COMBINED FIXED
CHARGES AND PREFERRED STOCK DIVIDENDS

 
In July 2000, ML&Co. acquired Herzog, Heine, Geduld, Inc. (“Herzog”) through an exchange offer followed by a merger of a wholly-owned subsidiary of ML&Co.

with and into Herzog. The merger was accounted for as a pooling-of-interests under generally accepted accounting principles in the United States of America. The following
information for the fiscal year 1999 has been restated by the management of ML&Co. to give effect to the merger.
 

The following table sets forth our ratios of earnings to fixed charges and ratios of earnings to combined fixed charges and preferred stock dividends for the periods
indicated:
 

   

Year Ended Last Friday in December

  
For the

Three Months Ended
March 26, 2004

   

1999

  

2000

  

2001

  

2002

  

2003

  
Ratio of earnings to fixed charges   1.26   1.27   .99   1.23   1.63   1.82
Ratio of earnings to combined fixed

charges and preferred stock dividends   1.26   1.26   .98   1.23   1.62   1.81
 

For the purpose of calculating the ratio of earnings to fixed charges, “earnings” consist of earnings from continuing operations before income taxes, excluding
undistributed earnings (loss) from equity investees, and fixed charges, excluding amortization of capitalized interest and preferred security dividend requirements. “Fixed
charges” consist of interest costs, the interest factor in rentals, amortization of debt issuance costs, preferred security dividend requirements of subsidiaries and capitalized
interest.
 

For the 2001 fiscal year, earnings were insufficient to cover fixed charges and fixed charges and preferred dividend requirements by $227 million and $281 million,
respectively.
 

 THE SECURITIES
 

ML&Co. intends to sell its securities from time to time. These securities may include the following, in each case, as specified by ML&Co. at the time of offering:
 
 �  common stock;
 
 �  preferred stock which may be:
 
 � convertible into preferred stock or common stock;
 
 � exchangeable for debt securities, preferred stock or depositary shares representing preferred stock;
 
 �  depositary shares representing preferred stock;
 
 �  debt securities, comprising senior debt securities and subordinated debt securities, each of which may be convertible into common stock or preferred stock;
 
 �  warrants to purchase debt securities;
 
 �  warrants to purchase shares of common stock;
 
 �  warrants to purchase shares of preferred stock;
 
 �  warrants entitling the holders to receive from ML&Co. a payment or delivery determined by reference to decreases or increases in the level of an index or portfolio

(“Index Warrants”) based on:
 
 � one or more equity or debt securities;
 
 � any statistical measure of economic or financial performance such as a currency or a consumer price or mortgage index; or
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 � the price or value of any commodity or any other item or index; and
 
 �  warrants to receive from ML&Co. the cash value in U.S. dollars of the right to purchase (“Currency Call Warrants”) or to sell (“Currency Put Warrants” and,

together with the Currency Call Warrants, the “Currency Warrants”) specified foreign currencies or units of two or more specified foreign currencies.
  

We may offer the securities independently or together with other securities and the securities may be attached to, or separate from other securities. We will offer the
securities to the public on terms determined by market conditions at the time of sale. The terms will be described in a prospectus supplement relating to the specific issue of
securities.
 

ML&Co. will offer up to $18,362,988,000 aggregate public offering price of the securities or its equivalent in foreign currencies or units of two or more currencies,
based on the applicable exchange rate at the time of offering, as shall be designated by ML&Co. at the time of offering, subject to reduction on account of the sale of other
securities under the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part.
 

 DESCRIPTION OF DEBT SECURITIES
 

Unless otherwise specified in a prospectus supplement, the senior debt securities are to be issued under an indenture (the “Senior Indenture”), dated as of April 1, 1983,
as amended and restated through the date of this prospectus and as it may be further amended in the future, between ML&Co. and JPMorgan Chase Bank, as trustee. Unless
otherwise specified in a prospectus supplement, the subordinated debt securities are to be issued under an indenture (the “Subordinated Indenture”), between ML&Co. and
JPMorgan Chase Bank, as trustee (the “Subordinated Debt Trustee”). The Senior Debt Securities and Subordinated Debt Securities may also be issued under one or more other
indentures (each, a “Subsequent Indenture”) and have one or more other trustees (each, a “Subsequent Trustee”). Any Subsequent Indenture relating to senior debt securities
will have terms and conditions identical in all material respects to the above-referenced Senior Indenture and any Subsequent Indenture relating to subordinated debt securities
will have terms and conditions identical in all material respects to the above-referenced Subordinated Indenture, including, but not limited to, the applicable terms and
conditions described below. Any Subsequent Indenture relating to a series of debt securities, and the applicable trustee, will be identified in the applicable prospectus
supplement. A copy of each indenture is filed, or, in the case of a Subsequent Indenture, will be filed, as an exhibit to the registration statement relating to the securities. The
following summaries of the material provisions of the indentures are not complete and are subject to, and are qualified in their entirety by reference to, all provisions of the
respective indentures, including the definitions of terms.
 
Terms of the Debt Securities
 

ML&Co. may issue the debt securities from time to time, without limitation as to aggregate principal amount and in one or more series. ML&Co. may issue debt
securities upon the satisfaction of conditions, including the delivery to the applicable Trustee of a resolution of the Board of Directors of ML&Co., or a committee of the Board
of Directors, or a certificate of an officer of ML&Co. who has been authorized by the Board of Directors to take that kind of action, which fixes or establishes the terms of the
debt securities being issued. Any resolution or officer’s certificate approving the issuance of any issue of debt securities will include the terms of that issue of debt securities,
including:
 
 �  the aggregate principal amount and whether there is any limit upon the aggregate principal amount that ML&Co. may subsequently issue;
 
 �  the stated maturity date;
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 �  the principal amount payable whether at maturity or upon earlier acceleration, and whether the principal amount will be determined with reference to an index,
formula or other method;

 
 �  any fixed or variable interest rate or rates per annum and any contingencies relating to changes in any applicable interest rate;
 
 �  any interest payment dates;
 
 �  any provisions for redemption, the redemption price and any remarketing arrangements;
 
 �  any sinking fund requirements;
 
 �  whether the debt securities are denominated or payable in United States dollars or a foreign currency or units of two or more foreign currencies;
 
 �  the form in which ML&Co. will issue the debt securities, whether registered, bearer or both, and any restrictions applicable to the exchange of one form for another

and to the offer, sale and delivery of the debt securities in either form;
 

 
�  whether and under what circumstances ML&Co. will pay additional amounts (“Additional Amounts”) under any debt securities held by a person who is not a U.S.

person for specified taxes, assessments or other governmental charges and whether ML&Co. has the option to redeem the affected debt securities rather than pay
any Additional Amounts;

 
 �  whether the debt securities are to be issued in a form other than global form deposited with The Depository Trust Company, also known as DTC;
 
 �  the title and series designation;
 
 �  the minimum denominations;
 

 
�  whether, and the terms and conditions relating to when, ML&Co. may satisfy all or part of its obligations with regard to payment upon maturity, or any redemption

or required repurchase or in connection with any exchange provisions by delivering to the holders of the debt securities, other securities, which may or may not be
issued by or be obligations of ML&Co., or a combination of cash, other securities and/or property (“Maturity Consideration”);

 
 �  any additions or deletions in the terms of the debt securities with respect to the Events of Default set forth in the respective indentures;
 

 
�  the terms, if any, upon which the debt securities are convertible into common stock or preferred stock of ML&Co. and the terms and conditions upon which any

conversion will be effected, including the initial conversion price or rate, the conversion period and any other provisions in addition to or instead of those described
in this prospectus;

 
 �  whether, and the terms and conditions relating to when, holders may transfer the debt securities separately from warrants if the debt securities and warrants are

issued together; and
 
 �  any other terms of the debt securities which are not inconsistent with the provisions of the applicable indenture.
 

Please see the accompanying prospectus supplement you have received or will receive for the terms of the specific debt securities being offered. ML&Co. may issue debt
securities under the indentures upon the exercise of warrants to purchase debt securities. See “Description of Debt Warrants”. Nothing in the indentures or in the terms of the
debt securities will prohibit the issuance of securities representing subordinated indebtedness that is senior or junior to the subordinated debt securities.
 

Prospective purchasers of debt securities should be aware that special U.S. Federal income tax, accounting and other considerations may be applicable to instruments
such as the debt securities. The prospectus supplement relating to an issue of debt securities will describe these considerations, if they apply.
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ML&Co. will issue each series of debt securities, as described in the prospectus supplement, in fully registered form without coupons, and/or in bearer form with or
without coupons, and in denominations set forth in the prospectus supplement. There will be no service charge for any registration of transfer of registered debt securities or
exchange of debt securities, but ML&Co. may require payment of a sum sufficient to cover any tax or other governmental charges imposed in connection with any registration
of transfer or exchange. Each indenture provides that ML&Co. may issue debt securities in global form. If any series of debt securities is issued in global form, the applicable
prospectus supplement will describe the circumstances, if any, under which beneficial owners of interests in any of those global debt securities may exchange their interests for
debt securities of that series and of like tenor and principal amount in any authorized form and denomination.
 

The provisions of the indentures permit ML&Co., without the consent of holders of any debt securities, to issue additional debt securities with terms different from those
of debt securities previously issued and to reopen a previous series of debt securities and issue additional debt securities of that series.
 

The senior debt securities will be unsecured and will rank equally with all other unsecured and unsubordinated indebtedness of ML&Co. The subordinated debt securities
will be unsecured and will be subordinated to all existing and future senior indebtedness of ML&Co. Because ML&Co. is a holding company, the right of ML&Co. and its
creditors, including the holders of the debt securities, to participate in any distribution of the assets of any subsidiary upon its liquidation or reorganization or otherwise is
necessarily subject to the prior claims of creditors of the subsidiary, except to the extent that a bankruptcy court may recognize the claims of ML&Co. itself as a creditor of the
subsidiary. In addition, dividends, loans and advances from certain subsidiaries, including MLPF&S, to ML&Co. are restricted by net capital requirements under the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, and under rules of certain exchanges and other regulatory bodies.
 

ML&Co. will pay or deliver principal and any premium, Additional Amounts, Maturity Consideration and interest in the manner, at the places and subject to the
restrictions set forth in the applicable indenture, the debt securities and the applicable prospectus supplement. However, at its option, ML&Co. may pay any interest and any
Additional Amounts by check mailed to the holders of registered debt securities at their registered addresses.
 

Holders may present debt securities for exchange, and registered debt securities for registration of transfer, in the manner, at the places and subject to the restrictions set
forth in the applicable indenture, the debt securities and the applicable prospectus supplement. Holders may transfer debt securities in bearer form and the coupons, if any,
pertaining to the debt securities by delivery. There will be no service charge for any registration of transfer or exchange of debt securities, but ML&Co. may require payment of
a sum sufficient to cover any tax or other governmental charge payable in connection with a transfer or exchange.
 

Unless otherwise indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, ML&Co. will issue the debt securities under the indentures. If so specified in a prospectus
supplement, ML&Co. may issue senior or subordinated debt securities under a separate indenture which provides for a single issue of zero coupon convertible senior or
subordinated debt securities, a form of which is filed as an exhibit to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part. If ML&Co. issues debt securities under any
indenture, the applicable prospectus supplement will set forth the terms of the debt securities and will identify the applicable indenture and trustee.
 
Merger and Consolidation
 

ML&Co. may consolidate or merge with or into any other person, and ML&Co. may sell, lease or convey all or substantially all of its assets to any person, provided that:
 
 �  the resulting person, if other than ML&Co., is a person organized and existing under the laws of the United States of America or any U.S. state and assumes all of

ML&Co.’s obligations to:
 
 � pay or deliver the principal of, and any premium, Additional Amounts, Maturity Consideration and interest on, the debt securities; and
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 � perform and observe all of ML&Co.’s other obligations under the indentures, and
 
 �  ML&Co. or any successor person, as the case may be, is not, immediately after any consolidation or merger, in default under the indentures.
 
Modification and Waiver
 

Each indenture may be modified and amended by ML&Co. and the applicable trustee with the consent of holders of at least 66 2/3% in principal amount or aggregate
issue price of each series of debt securities affected. However, without the consent of each holder of any debt security affected, no amendment or modification to any indenture
may:
 
 �  change the stated maturity of the principal or Maturity Consideration of, or any installment of interest or Additional Amounts on, any debt security or any premium

payable on redemption, or change the redemption price;
 
 �  reduce the principal amount of, or the interest or Additional Amounts payable on, or reduce the amount or change the type of Maturity Consideration deliverable on,

any debt security or reduce the amount of principal or Maturity Consideration which could be declared due and payable before the stated maturity;
 
 �  change the place or currency of any delivery or payment of principal or Maturity Consideration of, or any premium, interest or Additional Amounts on any debt

security;
 
 �  impair the right to institute suit for the enforcement of any delivery or payment on any debt security;
 
 �  reduce the percentage in principal amount or aggregate issue price of the outstanding debt securities of any series, the consent of whose holders is required to

modify or amend the applicable indenture; or
 
 �  modify the foregoing requirements or reduce the percentage in principal amount or aggregate issue price of outstanding debt securities necessary to waive any past

default to less than a majority.
 

No modification or amendment of the Subordinated Indenture or any Subsequent Indenture for subordinated debt securities may adversely affect the rights of any holder
of ML&Co.’s senior indebtedness without the consent of each holder affected. The holders of at least a majority in principal amount or aggregate issue price of the outstanding
debt securities of any series may, with respect to that series, waive past defaults under the applicable indenture and waive compliance by ML&Co. with certain provisions of that
indenture, except as described under “—Events of Default”.
 
Events of Default
 

Each of the following will be an Event of Default with respect to each series of debt securities issued under each indenture:
 
 �  default in the payment of any interest or Additional Amounts when due, and continuing for 30 days;
 
 �  default in the payment of any principal or premium, when due;
 
 �  default in the delivery or payment of the Maturity Consideration when due;
 
 �  default in the deposit of any sinking fund payment, when due;
 
 �  default in the performance of any other obligation of ML&Co. contained in the applicable indenture for the benefit of that series or in the debt securities of that

series, and continuing for 60 days after written notice as provided in the applicable indenture or debt securities;
 
 �  specified events in bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization of ML&Co.; and
 
 �  any other Event of Default provided with respect to debt securities of that series.
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If an Event of Default occurs and is continuing for any series of debt securities, the applicable trustee or the holders of at least 25% in principal amount or aggregate
issue price of the outstanding debt securities of that series may declare all amounts, or any lesser amount provided for in the debt securities of that series, due and payable or
deliverable immediately. At any time after the applicable trustee or the holders have made a declaration of acceleration with respect to the debt securities of any series but before
the applicable trustee has obtained a judgment or decree for payment of money due, the holders of a majority in principal amount or aggregate issue price of the outstanding
debt securities of that series may rescind any declaration of acceleration and its consequences, provided that all payments and/or deliveries due, other than those due as a result
of acceleration, have been made and all Events of Default have been remedied or waived.
 

The holders of a majority in principal amount or aggregate issue price of the outstanding debt securities of any series may waive an Event of Default with respect to that
series, except a default:
 
 �  in the payment of any amounts due and payable or deliverable under the debt securities of that series; or
 
 �  in respect of an obligation of ML&Co. contained in, or a provision of, any indenture which cannot be modified under the terms of that indenture without the consent

of each holder of each series of debt securities affected.
 

The holders of a majority in principal amount or aggregate issue price of the outstanding debt securities of a series may direct the time, method and place of conducting
any proceeding for any remedy available to the applicable trustee or exercising any trust or power conferred on the trustee with respect to debt securities of that series, provided
that any direction is not in conflict with any rule of law or the applicable indenture. Subject to the provisions of each indenture relating to the duties of the appropriate trustee,
before proceeding to exercise any right or power under an indenture at the direction of the holders, the applicable trustee is entitled to receive from those holders reasonable
security or indemnity against the costs, expenses and liabilities which might be incurred by it in complying with any direction.
 

Unless otherwise stated in the applicable prospectus supplement, any series of debt securities issued under any indenture will not have the benefit of any cross-default
provisions with other indebtedness of ML&Co.
 

ML&Co. will be required to furnish to each trustee annually a statement as to the fulfillment by ML&Co. of all of its obligations under the applicable indenture.
 
Special Terms Relating to the Senior Debt Securities
 

Limitations Upon Liens
 

ML&Co. may not, and may not permit any majority-owned subsidiary to, create, assume or incur any indebtedness for borrowed money secured by a pledge of, lien on
or security interest in, other than any liens specifically permitted by the Senior Indenture, the Voting Stock of any Significant Subsidiary, unless the outstanding senior debt
securities are secured equally and ratably with the secured indebtedness.
 

“Voting Stock” is defined in the Senior Indenture as the stock of the class or classes having general voting power under ordinary circumstances to elect at least a majority
of the board of directors, managers or trustees of a person provided that, for the purposes of the Senior Indenture, stock that carries only the right to vote conditionally on the
occurrence of an event is not considered Voting Stock whether or not the event has happened.
 

“Significant Subsidiary” is defined in the Senior Indenture as any majority-owned subsidiary the consolidated net worth of which constituted at least 15 percent of the
consolidated net worth of ML&Co. as of the end of the most recently completed fiscal year.
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Special Terms Relating to the Subordinated Debt Securities
 

Upon any distribution of assets of ML&Co. resulting from any dissolution, winding up, liquidation or reorganization, payments on subordinated debt securities are
subordinated to the extent provided in the Subordinated Indenture in right of payment to the prior payment in full of all senior indebtedness, but the obligation of ML&Co. to
make payments on the subordinated debt securities will not otherwise be affected. ML&Co. may not make any payment on subordinated debt securities at any time when there
is a default in the payment or delivery of any amounts due on any senior indebtedness, including payment of any sinking fund. Because the subordinated debt securities are
subordinated in right of payment to any senior indebtedness, in the event of a distribution of assets upon insolvency, some creditors of ML&Co. may recover more, ratably, than
holders of subordinated debt securities. Holders of subordinated debt securities will be subrogated to the rights of holders of senior indebtedness to the extent of payments made
on senior indebtedness upon any distribution of assets in any proceedings in respect of subordinated debt securities.
 

As of March 26, 2004, a total of approximately $104.7 billion of ML&Co.’s indebtedness was senior indebtedness.
 
Special Terms Relating to Convertible Debt Securities
 

The following provisions will apply to debt securities that will be convertible into common stock or preferred stock of ML&Co. unless otherwise provided in the
prospectus supplement relating to the specific issue of debt securities.
 

The holder of any convertible debt securities will have the right, exercisable at any time during the time period specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, unless
previously redeemed, to convert convertible debt securities into shares of common stock or preferred stock of ML&Co. as specified in the prospectus supplement, at the
conversion rate per principal amount of convertible debt securities set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement. In the case of convertible debt securities called for
redemption, conversion rights will expire at the close of business on the date fixed for the redemption specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, except that, in the case
of redemption at the option of the holder, if applicable, the conversion right will terminate upon receipt of written notice of the exercise of the option.
 

For each series of convertible debt securities, the conversion price or rate will be subject to adjustment as contemplated in the applicable indenture. Unless otherwise
provided in the applicable prospectus supplement, these adjustments may occur as a result of:
 
 �  the issuance of shares of ML&Co. common stock as a dividend;
 
 �  subdivisions and combinations of ML&Co. common stock;
 
 �  the issuance to all holders of ML&Co. common stock of rights or warrants entitling holders to subscribe for or purchase shares of ML&Co. common stock at a price

per share less than the current market price per share; and
 
 �  the distribution to all holders of ML&Co. common stock of:
 
 � shares of ML&Co. capital stock other than common stock;
 
 � evidences of indebtedness of ML&Co. or assets other than cash dividends paid from retained earnings and dividends payable in common stock referred to

above; or
 
 � subscription rights or warrants other than those referred to above.
 

In any case, no adjustment of the conversion price or rate will be required unless an adjustment would require a cumulative increase or decrease of at least 1% in such
price or rate. ML&Co. will not issue any fractional shares of ML&Co. common stock upon conversion, but, instead, ML&Co. will pay a cash adjustment.
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If indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, convertible debt securities convertible into common stock of ML&Co. which are surrendered for conversion between the
record date for an interest payment, if any, and the interest payment date, other than convertible debt securities called for redemption on a redemption date during that period,
must be accompanied by payment of an amount equal to interest which the registered holder is entitled to receive.
 

ML&Co. will determine the adjustment provisions for convertible debt securities at the time of issuance of each series of convertible debt securities. These adjustment
provisions will be described in the applicable prospectus supplement.
 

Except as set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement, any convertible debt securities called for redemption, unless surrendered for conversion on or before the
close of business on the redemption date, are subject to being purchased from the holder of the convertible debt securities by one or more investment banking firms or other
purchasers who may agree with ML&Co. to purchase convertible debt securities and convert them into common stock or preferred stock of ML&Co., as the case may be.
 
Depositary
 

Description of the Global Securities
 

Upon issuance, the debt securities will be represented by one or more fully registered global securities. Unless stated otherwise in the applicable prospectus
supplement, each global security will be deposited with, or on behalf of, DTC (DTC, together with any successor, being a “depositary”), as depositary, registered in the name of
Cede & Co., DTC’s partnership nominee. Unless and until it is exchanged in whole or in part for a debt security in definitive form, no global security may be transferred except
as a whole by the depositary to a nominee of the depositary or by a nominee of the depositary to the depositary or another nominee of the depositary or by the depositary or any
nominee to a successor of the depositary or a nominee of that successor.
 

So long as DTC, or its nominee, is a registered owner of a global security, DTC or its nominee, as the case may be, will be considered the sole owner or holder of
the debt securities represented by the global security for all purposes under the applicable indenture. Except as provided below, the beneficial owners of the debt securities
represented by a global security will not be entitled to have the debt securities represented by a global security registered in their names, will not receive or be entitled to receive
physical delivery of the debt securities in definitive form and will not be considered the owners or holders of the debt securities including for purposes of receiving any reports
delivered by ML&Co. or the trustee under the applicable indenture. Accordingly, each person owning a beneficial interest in a global security must rely on the procedures of
DTC and, if that person is not a participant of DTC, on the procedures of the participant through which that person owns its interest, to exercise any rights of a holder under the
applicable indenture. ML&Co. understands that under existing industry practices, in the event that ML&Co. requests any action of holders or that an owner of a beneficial
interest in a global security desires to give or take any action which a holder is entitled to give or take under the applicable indenture, DTC would authorize the participants
holding the relevant beneficial interests to give or take that action, and those participants would authorize beneficial owners owning through those participants to give or take
that action or would otherwise act upon the instructions of beneficial owners. Conveyance of notices and other communications by DTC to participants, by participants to
indirect participants and by participants and indirect participants to beneficial owners will be governed by arrangements among them, subject to any statutory or regulatory
requirements as may be in effect from time to time.
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DTC Procedures
 

The following is based on information furnished by DTC:
 

DTC will act as securities depositary for the debt securities. The debt securities will be issued as fully registered securities registered in the name of Cede & Co.,
DTC’s partnership nominee. One or more fully registered global securities will be issued for the debt securities in the aggregate principal amount of such issue, and will be
deposited with DTC.
 

DTC is a limited-purpose trust company organized under the New York Banking Law, a “banking organization” within the meaning of the New York Banking
Law, a member of the Federal Reserve System, a “clearing corporation” within the meaning of the New York Uniform Commercial Code, and a “clearing agency” registered
pursuant to the provisions of Section 17A of the Exchange Act. DTC holds securities that its participants deposit with DTC. DTC also facilitates the settlement among
participants of securities transactions, such as transfers and pledges, in deposited securities through electronic computerized book-entry changes in participants’ accounts,
thereby eliminating the need for physical movement of securities certificates. Direct participants of DTC include securities brokers and dealers, banks, trust companies, clearing
corporations and certain other organizations. DTC is owned by a number of its direct participants and by the NYSE, the AMEX, and the National Association of Securities
Dealers, Inc. Access to DTC’s system is also available to others such as securities brokers and dealers, banks and trust companies that clear through or maintain a custodial
relationship with a direct participant, either directly or indirectly. The rules applicable to DTC and its participants are on file with the SEC.
 

Purchases of the debt securities under DTC’s system must be made by or through direct participants, which will receive a credit for the debt securities on DTC’s records.
The ownership interest of each beneficial owner is in turn to be recorded on the records of direct and indirect participants. Beneficial owners will not receive written
confirmation from DTC of their purchase, but beneficial owners are expected to receive written confirmations providing details of the transaction, as well as periodic statements
of their holdings, from the direct or indirect participants through which the beneficial owner entered into the transaction. Transfers of ownership interests in the debt securities
are to be made by entries on the books of participants acting on behalf of beneficial owners.
 

To facilitate subsequent transfers, all debt securities deposited with DTC are registered in the name of DTC’s partnership nominee, Cede & Co. The deposit of the debt
securities with DTC and their registration in the name of Cede & Co. effect no change in beneficial ownership. DTC has no knowledge of the actual beneficial owners of the
debt securities; DTC’s records reflect only the identity of the direct participants to whose accounts the debt securities are credited, which may or may not be the beneficial
owners. The participants will remain responsible for keeping account of their holdings on behalf of their customers.
 

Conveyance of notices and other communications by DTC to direct participants, by direct participants to indirect participants, and by direct participants and indirect
participants to beneficial owners will be governed by arrangements among them, subject to any statutory or regulatory requirements as may be in effect from time to time.
 

Neither DTC nor Cede & Co. will consent or vote with respect to the debt securities. Under its usual procedures, DTC mails an omnibus proxy to ML&Co. as soon as
possible after the applicable record date. The omnibus proxy assigns Cede & Co.’s consenting or voting rights to those direct participants identified in a listing attached to the
omnibus proxy to whose accounts the debt securities are credited on the record date.
 

Principal, premium, if any, and/or interest, if any, payments made in cash on the debt securities will be made in immediately available funds to DTC. DTC’s practice is to
credit direct participants’ accounts on the applicable payment date in accordance with their respective holdings shown on the depositary’s records unless DTC has reason to
believe that it will not receive payment on that date. Payments by participants to beneficial
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owners will be governed by standing instructions and customary practices, as is the case with securities held for the accounts of customers in bearer form or registered in “street
name”, and will be the responsibility of that participant and not of DTC, the trustee or ML&Co., subject to any statutory or regulatory requirements as may be in effect from
time to time. Payment of principal, premium, if any, and/or interest, if any, to DTC is the responsibility of ML&Co. or the trustee, disbursement of those payments to direct
participants will be the responsibility of DTC, and disbursement of those payments to the beneficial owners will be the responsibility of direct participants and indirect
participants.
 

Exchange for Certificated Securities
 

If:
 
 •  the depositary is at any time unwilling or unable to continue as depositary and a successor depositary is not appointed by ML&Co. within 60 days,
 
 •  ML&Co. executes and delivers to the trustee a company order to the effect that the global securities shall be exchangeable, or
 
 •  an Event of Default under the applicable indenture has occurred and is continuing with respect to the debt securities,
 
the global securities will be exchangeable for debt securities in definitive form of like tenor and of an equal aggregate principal amount, in denominations of the principal
amount per unit and integral multiples of the principal amount per unit. The definitive debt securities will be registered in the name or names as the depositary shall instruct the
trustee. It is expected that instructions may be based upon directions received by the depositary from participants with respect to ownership of beneficial interests in the global
securities.
 

DTC may discontinue providing its services as securities depositary with respect to the debt securities at any time by giving reasonable notice to ML&Co. or the trustee.
Under these circumstances, in the event that a successor securities depositary is not obtained, debt securities certificates are required to be printed and delivered.
 

ML&Co. may decide to discontinue use of the system of book-entry transfers through DTC or a successor securities depositary. In that event, debt securities certificates
will be printed and delivered.
 

The information in this section concerning DTC and DTC’s system has been obtained from sources that ML&Co. believes to be reliable, but ML&Co. takes no
responsibility for its accuracy.
 
Same-Day Settlement and Payment
 

Settlement for the debt securities will be made by the underwriter in immediately available funds. ML&Co. will make all payments in immediately available funds so
long as the debt securities are maintained in book-entry form.
 
Governing Law
 

The indentures and the debt securities will be governed by, and construed in accordance with, the laws of the State of New York.
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 DESCRIPTION OF DEBT WARRANTS
 

ML&Co. may issue warrants for the purchase of debt securities (“Debt Warrants”). ML&Co. will not offer Debt Warrants for sale separately to any member of the public
in Canada unless the offering is in connection with and forms part of the consideration for an acquisition or merger transaction or unless the prospectus supplement containing
the specific terms of the Debt Warrants to be offered is first approved for filing by the securities commissions or similar regulatory authorities in each of the provinces and
territories of Canada where the Debt Warrants will be offered for sale. The Debt Warrants are to be issued under debt warrant agreements to be entered into between ML&Co.
and a bank or trust company, as debt warrant agent, as set forth in the prospectus supplement relating to the specific issue of Debt Warrants being offered. We have filed a copy
of the form of debt warrant agreement, including the form of warrant certificates representing the Debt Warrants, reflecting the alternative provisions to be included in the debt
warrant agreements that will be entered into with respect to particular offerings of Debt Warrants, as an exhibit to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part.
The following summaries of the material provisions of the debt warrant agreement and the debt warrant certificates are not complete and are subject to, and are qualified in their
entirety by reference to, all the provisions of the debt warrant agreement and the debt warrant certificates, respectively, including the definitions of terms.
 
Terms of the Debt Warrants
 

The applicable prospectus supplement will describe the terms of the specific issue of Debt Warrants being offered, the debt warrant agreement relating to the Debt
Warrants and the debt warrant certificates representing the Debt Warrants, including the following:
 
 �  the designation and aggregate principal amount of the debt securities that the holder of a Debt Warrant may purchase upon exercise of the Debt Warrant and the

price at which the purchase may be made;
 
 �  the designation and terms of any debt securities issued with or purchasable upon exercise of the Debt Warrants, including whether the debt securities will be senior

debt securities or subordinated debt securities and under which indenture the debt securities will be issued;
 
 �  the procedures and conditions relating to the exercise of the Debt Warrants;
 
 �  the number of Debt Warrants issued with each debt security;
 
 �  any date on and after which the Debt Warrants and any related debt securities are separately transferable;
 
 �  the date on which the right to exercise the Debt Warrants begins and expires;
 
 �  whether the Debt Warrants represented by the debt warrant certificates will be issued in registered or bearer form, and, if registered, where they may be transferred

and registered;
 
 �  any circumstances which will cause the Debt Warrants to be deemed to be automatically exercised;
 
 �  the identity of the debt warrant agent; and
 
 �  any other terms of the Debt Warrants which are not inconsistent with the provisions of the debt warrant agreement.
 

Holders may exchange debt warrant certificates for new debt warrant certificates of different denominations. Holders may exercise Debt Warrants at the corporate trust
office of the debt warrant agent or any other office indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement. Before the exercise of their Debt Warrants, holders of Debt Warrants will
not have any of the rights of holders of the debt securities that may be purchased upon exercise of the Debt Warrants and will not be entitled to payment or delivery of any
amounts which may be due on the debt securities purchasable upon exercise of the Debt Warrants.
 

Prospective purchasers of Debt Warrants should be aware that special U.S. Federal income tax, accounting and other considerations may be applicable to instruments
such as Debt Warrants and to the debt securities purchasable upon exercise of the Debt Warrants. The prospectus supplement relating to any issue of Debt Warrants will
describe these considerations.
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Ranking
 

The Debt Warrants are unsecured contractual obligations of ML&Co. and will rank equally with its other unsecured contractual obligations and with its unsecured and
unsubordinated debt. Because ML&Co. is a holding company, the right of ML&Co. and its creditors, including the debt warrantholders, to participate in any distribution of the
assets of any subsidiary upon its liquidation or reorganization or otherwise is necessarily subject to the prior claims of creditors of the subsidiary, except to the extent that a
bankruptcy court may recognize claims of ML&Co. itself as a creditor of the subsidiary. In addition, dividends, loans and advances from certain subsidiaries, including
MLPF&S, to ML&Co. are restricted by net capital requirements under the Exchange Act and under rules of certain exchanges and other regulatory bodies.
 
Book-Entry Procedures
 

Except as may otherwise be provided in the applicable prospectus supplement, the Debt Warrants will be issued in the form of global debt warrant certificates, registered
in the name of a depositary or its nominee. Except as may otherwise be provided in the applicable prospectus supplement, beneficial owners will not be entitled to receive
definitive certificates representing Debt Warrants unless the depositary is unwilling or unable to continue as depositary or ML&Co. decides to have the Debt Warrants
represented by definitive certificates. A beneficial owner’s interest in a Debt Warrant will be recorded on or through the records of the brokerage firm or other entity that
maintains the beneficial owner’s account. In turn, the total number of Debt Warrants held by an individual brokerage firm for its clients will be maintained on the records of the
depositary in the name of the brokerage firm or its agent. Transfer of ownership of any Debt Warrant will be effected only through the selling beneficial owner’s brokerage firm.
 
Exercise of Debt Warrants
 

Each Debt Warrant will entitle the holder to purchase for cash a principal amount of debt securities at the exercise price set forth in, or determined in the manner set forth
in, the applicable prospectus supplement. Holders may exercise Debt Warrants at any time up to the close of business on the expiration date set forth in the applicable
prospectus supplement. After the close of business on the expiration date, unexercised Debt Warrants will become void.
 

Holders may exercise Debt Warrants in the manner described in the applicable prospectus supplement. Upon receipt of payment and properly completed and duly
executed debt warrant certificate at the corporate trust office of the debt warrant agent or any other office indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, ML&Co. will, as
soon as practicable, forward the debt securities purchased. If less than all of the Debt Warrants represented by any debt warrant certificate are exercised, a new debt warrant
certificate will be issued for the remaining amount of Debt Warrants.
 
Listing
 

ML&Co. may list an issue of Debt Warrants on a national securities exchange. Any listing will be specified in the applicable prospectus supplement.
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 DESCRIPTION OF CURRENCY WARRANTS
 

ML&Co. may issue “Currency Warrants” either in the form of:
 
 �  “Currency Put Warrants” entitling the holders to receive from ML&Co. the cash settlement value in U.S. dollars of the right to sell a specified amount of a specified

foreign currency or currency units for a specified amount of U.S. dollars, or
 
 �  “Currency Call Warrants” entitling the holders to receive from ML&Co. the cash settlement value in U.S. dollars of the right to purchase a specified amount of a

specified foreign currency or units of two or more currencies for a specified amount of U.S. dollars.
 

ML&Co. may issue the Currency Warrants under a currency put warrant agreement or a currency call warrant agreement, as applicable, to be entered into between
ML&Co. and a bank or trust company, as currency warrant agent, as set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement relating to Currency Warrants being offered. Copies of
the forms of currency put warrant agreement and currency call warrant agreement, including the forms of certificates representing the Currency Put Warrants and Currency Call
Warrants, reflecting the provisions to be included in the currency warrant agreements that will be entered into with respect to particular offerings of Currency Warrants, are filed
as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part. The following summaries of the material provisions of the currency warrant agreements and the
currency warrant certificates are not complete and are subject to, and are qualified in their entirety by reference to, all the provisions of the currency warrant agreements and the
currency warrant certificates, respectively, including the definitions of terms.
 
Terms of the Currency Warrants
 

The applicable prospectus supplement will describe the terms of the specific issue of Currency Warrants being offered, the currency warrant agreement relating to the
Currency Warrants and the currency warrant certificates representing the Currency Warrants, including the following:
 
 �  whether the Currency Warrants are Currency Put Warrants, Currency Call Warrants, or both;
 
 �  the formula for determining the cash settlement value of each Currency Warrant;
 
 �  the procedures and conditions relating to the exercise of the Currency Warrants;
 
 �  any circumstances other than those described below under “—Exercise of Currency Warrants” and “—Listing” that will cause the Currency Warrants to be deemed

to be automatically exercised;
 
 �  any minimum number of Currency Warrants which must be exercised at any one time, other than upon automatic exercise;
 
 �  the date on which the right to exercise the Currency Warrants begins and expires;
 
 �  the identity of the currency warrant agent; and
 
 �  any other terms of the Currency Warrants that are not inconsistent with the provisions of the applicable currency warrant agreement.
 

Prospective purchasers of Currency Warrants should be aware that special U.S. Federal income tax, accounting and other considerations may be applicable to
instruments such as Currency Warrants. The prospectus supplement relating to any issue of Currency Warrants will describe these considerations, if they apply.
 
Ranking
 

The Currency Warrants are unsecured contractual obligations of ML&Co. and will rank equally with its other unsecured contractual obligations and with its unsecured
and unsubordinated debt. Because ML&Co. is a
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holding company, the right of ML&Co. and its creditors, including the currency warrantholders, to participate in any distribution of the assets of any subsidiary upon its
liquidation or reorganization or otherwise is necessarily subject to the prior claims of creditors of the subsidiary, except to the extent that a bankruptcy court may recognize
claims of ML&Co. itself as a creditor of the subsidiary. In addition, dividends, loans and advances from certain subsidiaries, including MLPF&S, to ML&Co. are restricted by
net capital requirements under the Exchange Act and under rules of certain exchanges and other regulatory bodies.
 
Book-Entry Procedures
 

Except as may otherwise be provided in the applicable prospectus supplement, the Currency Warrants will be issued in the form of global currency warrant certificates,
registered in the name of a depositary or its nominee. In that case, beneficial owners will not be entitled to receive definitive certificates representing Currency Warrants unless
the depositary is unwilling or unable to continue as depositary or ML&Co. decides to have the Currency Warrants represented by definitive certificates. A beneficial owner’s
interest in a Currency Warrant will be recorded on or through the records of the brokerage firm or other entity that maintains a beneficial owner’s account. In turn, the total
number of Currency Warrants held by an individual brokerage firm for its clients will be maintained on the records of the depositary in the name of the brokerage firm or its
agent. Transfer of ownership of any Currency Warrant will be effected only through the selling beneficial owner’s brokerage firm.
 
Exercise of Currency Warrants
 

Each Currency Warrant will entitle the holder to the cash settlement value of that Currency Warrant on the applicable exercise date as described in the applicable
prospectus supplement. If a Currency Warrant has more than one exercise date and is not exercised before the time specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, on the
fifth business day preceding the expiration date, the Currency Warrants will be deemed automatically exercised.
 
Listing
 

ML&Co. will apply to list each issue of Currency Warrants on a national securities exchange. In the event that the Currency Warrants are delisted from, or permanently
suspended from trading on, any exchange, the expiration date for the exercise of the Currency Warrants will be the date the delisting or trading suspension becomes effective
and Currency Warrants not previously exercised will be deemed automatically exercised on the business day immediately preceding the expiration date. Under the applicable
currency warrant agreement, ML&Co. will agree not to seek delisting of the Currency Warrants, or suspension of their trading, on any exchange.
 

 DESCRIPTION OF INDEX WARRANTS
 

ML&Co. may issue from time to time “Index Warrants” consisting of index put warrants or index call warrants. Subject to applicable law, ML&Co. will pay or deliver
consideration on each Index Warrant in an amount determined by reference to the level or value of an index such as:
 
 �  an equity or debt security, or a portfolio or basket of indices or securities, which may include the price or yield of securities;
 
 �  any statistical measure of economic or financial performance, which may include any currency or consumer price, or mortgage index; or
 
 �  the price or value of any commodity or any other item or index or any combination.
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The payment or delivery of any consideration on any index put warrant will be determined by the decrease in the level or value of the applicable index and the payment
or delivery of any consideration on any index call warrant will be determined by the increase in the level or value of the applicable index.
 
Method of Issuance
 

Index Warrants issued without a Minimum Expiration Value will be issued under one or more index warrant agreements to be entered into between ML&Co. and a bank
or trust company, as index warrant agent, as set forth in the prospectus supplement relating to the specific issue of Index Warrants. The index warrant agent will act solely as the
agent of ML&Co. under the applicable index warrant agreement and will not assume any obligation or relationship of agency or trust for or with any index warrantholders. A
single bank or trust company may act as index warrant agent for more than one issue of Index Warrants.
 

Index Warrants issued with a Minimum Expiration Value will be issued under one or more index warrant trust indentures to be entered into between ML&Co. and a
corporation or other person permitted by the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as amended from time to time, to act as index warrant trustee, as set forth in the prospectus
supplement relating to the Index Warrants. Any index warrant trust indenture will be qualified under the Trust Indenture Act. To the extent allowed by the Trust Indenture Act, a
single qualified corporation may act as index warrant trustee for more than one issue of Index Warrants.
 

ML&Co. has filed forms of the index warrant agreement and the index warrant trust indenture and the related global index warrant certificates as exhibits to the
registration statement of which this prospectus is a part. The summaries set forth in this section of the material provisions of the index warrant agreement, the index warrant
trust indenture and the global index warrant certificates are not complete, are subject to, and are qualified in their entirety by reference to, all the provisions of the index warrant
agreement, the index warrant trust indenture and the global index warrant certificates, respectively.
 

Unless otherwise specified in the accompanying prospectus supplement, payments, if any, upon exercise of the Index Warrants will be made in U.S. dollars. The Index
Warrants will be offered on terms to be determined at the time of sale. ML&Co. will have the right to reopen a previous issue of Index Warrants and to issue additional Index
Warrants of that issue without the consent of any index warrantholder.
 
Terms of the Index Warrants
 

The applicable prospectus supplement will describe the specific issue of Index Warrants being offered, the indenture or agreement under which the Index Warrants will
be issued, as the case may be, and the index warrant certificates representing the Index Warrants, including the following:
 
 �  whether the Index Warrants to be issued will be index put warrants, index call warrants or both;
 
 �  the aggregate number and initial public offering price or purchase price;
 
 �  the applicable index;
 
 �  whether the Index Warrants will be deemed automatically exercised as of a specified date or whether the Index Warrants may be exercised during a period and the

date on which the right to exercise the Index Warrants commences and expires;
 
 �  the manner in which the Index Warrants may be exercised and any restrictions on, or other special provisions relating to, the exercise of the Index Warrants;
 
 �  any minimum number of the Index Warrants exercisable at any one time;
 
 �  any maximum number of the Index Warrants that may, subject to ML&Co.’s election, be exercised by all index warrantholders, or by any person or entity, on any

day;
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�  any provisions permitting an index warrantholder to condition an exercise notice on the absence of certain specified changes in the level of the applicable index after

the exercise date, any provisions permitting ML&Co. to suspend exercise of the Index Warrants based on market conditions or other circumstances and any other
special provision relating to the exercise of the Index Warrants;

 
 �  any provisions for the automatic exercise of the Index Warrants other than at the expiration date;
 
 �  any provisions permitting ML&Co. to cancel the Index Warrants upon the occurrence of certain events;
 
 �  any additional circumstances that would constitute an Event of Default under the Index Warrants;
 
 �  the method of determining:
 
 � the payment or delivery, if any, to be made in connection with the exercise or deemed exercise of the Index Warrants (the “Settlement Value”);
 
 � the minimum payment or delivery, if any, to be made upon expiration of the Index Warrants (the “Minimum Expiration Value”);
 
 � the payment or delivery to be made upon the exercise of any right which ML&Co. may have to cancel the Index Warrants; and
 
 � the value of the index;
 

 
�  in the case of Index Warrants relating to an index for which the trading prices of underlying securities, commodities or rates are expressed in a foreign currency, the

method of converting amounts in the relevant foreign currency or currencies into U.S. dollars, or any other currency or composite currency in which the Index
Warrants are payable;

 
 �  any method of providing for a substitute index or otherwise determining the payment or delivery to be made in connection with the exercise of the Index Warrants if

the index changes or ceases to be made available by its publisher;
 
 �  any time or times at which ML&Co. will make payment or delivery on the Index Warrants following exercise or automatic exercise;
 
 �  any provisions for issuing the Index Warrants in other than book-entry form;
 
 �  if the Index Warrants are not issued in book-entry form, any place or places at which ML&Co. will make payment or delivery on cancellation and any Minimum

Expiration Value of the Index Warrants;
 
 �  any circumstances that will cause the Index Warrants to be deemed to be automatically exercised;
 
 �  any material risk factors relating to the Index Warrants;
 
 �  the identity of the index warrant agent; and
 
 �  any other terms of the Index Warrants which are not inconsistent with the provisions of the index warrant agreement.
 

Prospective purchasers of Index Warrants should be aware that special U.S. Federal income tax, accounting and other considerations may be applicable to instruments
such as the Index Warrants. The prospectus supplement relating to any issue of Index Warrants will describe these considerations, if they apply.
 
Ranking
 

The Index Warrants are unsecured contractual obligations of ML&Co. and will rank equally with its other unsecured contractual obligations and with its unsecured and
unsubordinated debt. Because ML&Co. is a holding company, the right of ML&Co. and its creditors, including the index warrantholders, to participate in any distribution of the
assets of any subsidiary upon its liquidation or reorganization or otherwise is necessarily
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subject to the prior claims of creditors of the subsidiary, except to the extent that a bankruptcy court may recognize claims of ML&Co. itself as a creditor of the subsidiary. In
addition, dividends, loans and advances from certain subsidiaries, including MLPF&S, to ML&Co. are restricted by net capital requirements under the Exchange Act and under
rules of certain exchanges and other regulatory bodies.
 
Payment and Delivery
 

If specified, and under the circumstances described in the prospectus supplement:
 
 �  ML&Co. will pay or deliver to each index warrantholder an amount equal to the greater of the applicable Settlement Value and a Minimum Expiration Value of the

Index Warrants;
 
 �  upon cancellation of the Index Warrants by ML&Co. which may occur upon specified events, ML&Co. will pay or deliver to each index warrantholder an amount

specified in the prospectus supplement; and
 
 �  following the occurrence of an extraordinary event, the Settlement Value of an Index Warrant may, at the option of ML&Co., be determined on a different basis,

including in connection with automatic exercise at expiration.
 

Unless otherwise specified in the related prospectus supplement, the Index Warrants will be deemed to be automatically exercised upon expiration or any earlier date that
may be specified. Upon any automatic exercise, ML&Co. will deliver or pay to each index warrantholder an amount equal to the Settlement Value of the Index Warrants, except
that holders of Index Warrants having a Minimum Expiration Value will be entitled to receive a payment or delivery equal to the greater of the Settlement Value and the
applicable Minimum Expiration Value. The Minimum Expiration Value may be either a predetermined payment or delivery or a payment or delivery that varies during the term
of the Index Warrants in accordance with a schedule or formula. Any Minimum Expiration Value applicable to an issue of Index Warrants, as well as any additional
circumstances resulting in the automatic exercise of the Index Warrants, will be specified in the applicable prospectus supplement.
 
Cancellation or Postponement
 

If so specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, ML&Co. may cancel the Index Warrants. In addition, ML&Co. may delay or postpone the exercise or valuation
of, or payment or delivery for, the Index Warrants upon the occurrence of an extraordinary event. Any extraordinary events relating to an issue of Index Warrants will be
described in the applicable prospectus supplement. Upon cancellation, the related index warrantholders will be entitled to receive only the applicable payment or delivery on
cancellation specified in the applicable prospectus supplement. The amount payable or deliverable upon cancellation may be either a predetermined amount or an amount that
varies during the term of the Index Warrants in accordance with a schedule or formula.
 
Waiver of Default
 

If ML&Co. defaults with respect to any of its obligations under any Index Warrants issued with a Minimum Expiration Value under an index warrant trust indenture, the
index warrantholders of a majority in interest of all outstanding Index Warrants may waive a default, except a default:
 
 �  in the payment or delivery of the Settlement Value, Minimum Expiration Value or payment or delivery of any amount upon cancellation of the Index Warrants; or
 
 �  in respect of a covenant or provision of the applicable index warrant trust indenture which cannot be modified or amended without the consent of each index

warrantholder of each outstanding Index Warrant affected.
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Modification
 

ML&Co. and the index warrant agent or index warrant trustee, as the case may be, may amend any index warrant agreement or index warrant indenture and the terms of
the related Index Warrants by a supplemental agreement or supplemental indenture (each, a “Supplemental Agreement”), without the consent of the holders of any Index
Warrants, for the purpose of:
 

 
�  curing any ambiguity, or of curing, correcting or supplementing any defective or inconsistent provision, or of making any other provisions with respect to matters or

questions arising under the index warrant agreement or index warrant trust indenture, as the case may be, which are not inconsistent with the provisions of the
respective agreement or indenture or of the Index Warrants;

 
 �  evidencing the succession to ML&Co. and the assumption by the successor of ML&Co.’s covenants contained in the index warrant agreement or the index warrant

trust indenture, as the case may be, and the Index Warrants;
 
 �  appointing a successor depositary;
 
 �  evidencing and providing for the acceptance of appointment by a successor index warrant agent or index warrant trustee with respect to the Index Warrants, as the

case may be;
 
 �  adding to the covenants of ML&Co., for the benefit of the index warrantholders or surrendering any right or power conferred upon ML&Co. under the index warrant

agreement or index warrant trust indenture, as the case may be;
 
 �  issuing Index Warrants in definitive form; or
 
 �  amending the index warrant agreement or index warrant trust indenture, as the case may be, in any manner which ML&Co. may deem to be necessary or desirable

and which will not materially and adversely affect the interests of the index warrantholders.
 

ML&Co. and the index warrant agent may also amend any index warrant agreement or index warrant trust indenture, as the case may be, and the terms of the related
Index Warrants, by a Supplemental Agreement, with the consent of the index warrantholders holding not less than 66 2/3% in number of the then outstanding unexercised Index
Warrants affected by the amendment, for the purpose of adding any provisions to or changing in any manner or eliminating any of the provisions of the index warrant agreement
or index warrant trust indenture, as the case may be, or of modifying in any manner the rights of the index warrantholders. However, without the consent of each index
warrantholder affected, no amendment may be made that:
 
 �  changes the determination, or any aspects of the determination, of the Settlement Value or any payment or delivery to be made on cancellation, or any Minimum

Expiration Value of the Index Warrants so as to reduce the payment or delivery to be made upon exercise or deemed exercise,
 
 �  shortens the period of time during which the Index Warrants may be exercised, or otherwise materially and adversely affects the exercise rights of the index

warrantholders, or
 
 �  reduces the number of outstanding Index Warrants, the consent of whose holders is required for amendment of the index warrant agreement, the index warrant trust

indenture or the terms of the related Index Warrants.
 
Events of Default
 

Specified events in bankruptcy, insolvency or reorganization of ML&Co. will constitute Events of Default with respect to Index Warrants having a Minimum Expiration
Value which are issued under an index warrant trust indenture. Upon the occurrence of an Event of Default, the holders of 25% of unexercised Index Warrants may elect to
receive a settlement payment or delivery for any unexercised Index Warrants. Any settlement payment or delivery will immediately become due to the index warrantholders
upon any election. Assuming
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ML&Co. is able to satisfy its obligations when due under the Index Warrants, the settlement payment or delivery will be an amount equal to the market value of the Index
Warrants as of the date ML&Co. is notified of the intended liquidation. The market value of the Index Warrants will be determined by a nationally recognized securities broker-
dealer unaffiliated with ML&Co. and mutually selected by ML&Co. and the index warrant trustee.
 
Merger, Consolidation, Sale, Lease or Other Dispositions
 

ML&Co. may consolidate or merge with or into any other corporation and ML&Co. may sell, lease or convey all or substantially all of its assets to any corporation,
provided that:
 
 �  the resulting corporation, if other than ML&Co., is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the United States of America or any U.S. state and

assumes all of ML&Co.’s obligations to:
 
 � pay or deliver the Settlement Value, any Minimum Expiration Value or any consideration payable or deliverable upon cancellation, if applicable with

respect to all the unexercised Index Warrants; and
 
 � perform and observe all of the obligations and conditions of the index warrant agreement or index warrant trust indenture, as the case may be, to be

performed or observed by ML&Co.; and
 
 �  ML&Co. or the successor corporation, as the case may be, is not, immediately after any merger or consolidation, in default under the index warrant agreement or

index warrant trust indenture, as the case may be.
 
Enforceability of Rights by Index Warrantholders
 

Any index warrantholder may, without the consent of the related index warrant agent, enforce by appropriate legal action, in and for its own behalf, its right to exercise,
and receive payment or delivery for, its Index Warrants.
 
Book-Entry Procedures
 

Except as may otherwise be provided in the applicable prospectus supplement, the Index Warrants will be issued in book-entry form and represented by global Index
Warrants, registered in the name of a depositary or its nominee. In that case, index warrantholders will not be entitled to receive definitive certificates representing Index
Warrants, unless the depositary is unwilling or unable to continue as depositary or ML&Co. decides to have the Index Warrants represented by definitive certificates. A
beneficial owner’s interest in an Index Warrant represented by a global Index Warrant will be recorded on or through the records of the brokerage firm or other entity that
maintains the beneficial owner’s account. In turn, the total number of Index Warrants held by an individual brokerage firm or other entity for its clients will be maintained on
the records of the depositary in the name of the brokerage firm or other entity or its agent. Transfer of ownership of any Index Warrant will be effected only through the selling
beneficial owner’s brokerage firm.
 
Listing
 

ML&Co. may list an issue of Index Warrants on a national securities exchange. Any listing will be specified in the applicable prospectus supplement.
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 DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED STOCK
 

The following description sets forth certain general terms of preferred stock which ML&Co. may issue. The terms of any series of the preferred stock will be described
in the applicable prospectus supplement relating to the preferred stock being offered. The description set forth below and in any prospectus supplement is not complete, and is
subject to, and qualified in its entirety by reference to, ML&Co.’s restated certificate of incorporation, as amended, which is filed as an exhibit to the registration statement of
which this prospectus is a part, and the certificate of designations relating to each particular series of the preferred stock, which was or will be filed with the SEC at or before the
issuance of the series of preferred stock.
 
Terms of the Preferred Stock
 

Under ML&Co.’s restated certificate of incorporation, ML&Co. is authorized to issue up to 25,000,000 shares of preferred stock, par value $1.00 per share. The Board of
Directors of ML&Co. has the authority, without approval of the stockholders, to issue all of the shares of preferred stock which are currently authorized in one or more series
and to fix the number of shares and the rights, preferences, privileges, qualifications, restrictions and limitations of each series. As of March 26, 2004, ML&Co. had 24,957,500
shares of preferred stock available for issuance.
 

ML&Co. has authorized the issuance of shares of Series A junior preferred stock, par value $1.00 per share, of ML&Co. upon exercise of preferred share purchase rights
associated with each share of common stock outstanding. See “Description of Common Stock—Rights to Purchase Series A Junior Preferred Stock”.
 

In addition, as described under “Description of Depositary Shares”, ML&Co., at its option, instead of offering full shares of any series of preferred stock, may offer
depositary shares evidenced by depositary receipts, each representing a fraction of a share of the particular series of preferred stock issued and deposited with a depositary. The
fraction of a share of preferred stock which each depositary share represents will be set forth in the prospectus supplement relating to the depositary shares.
 

The applicable prospectus supplement will describe the terms of each series of preferred stock, including, where applicable, the following:
 
 �  the designation, stated value, liquidation preference and number of shares offered;
 
 �  the offering price or prices;
 
 �  the dividend rate or rates, or method of calculation, the dividend periods, the date on which dividends shall be payable and whether dividends are cumulative or

noncumulative and, if cumulative, the dates from which dividends begin to cumulate;
 
 �  any redemption or sinking fund provisions;
 
 �  any conversion or exchange provisions;
 
 �  any voting rights;
 
 �  whether the preferred stock will be issued in certificated or book-entry form;
 
 �  whether the preferred stock will be listed on a national securities exchange;
 
 �  information with respect to any book-entry procedures; and
 
 �  any additional rights, preferences, privileges, limitations and restrictions of the preferred stock which are not inconsistent with the provisions of the certificate of

incorporation.
 

The preferred stock will be, when issued against payment, fully paid and nonassessable. Holders will have no preemptive rights to subscribe for any additional securities
which ML&Co. may issue. Unless otherwise
 

23



specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, the shares of each series of preferred stock will rank equally with all other outstanding series of preferred stock issued by
ML&Co. as to payment of dividends, other than with respect to cumulation of dividends, and as to the distribution of assets upon liquidation, dissolution, or winding up of
ML&Co. As of March 26, 2004, there were 42,500 shares of ML&Co.’s 9% Cumulative Preferred Stock, Series A (the “9% Preferred Stock”) represented by 17,000,000
depositary shares and one Special Voting Share outstanding. See “—Outstanding Preferred Stock”. Each series of preferred stock will rank senior to the common stock, and any
other stock of ML&Co. that is expressly made junior to that series of preferred stock.
 

Unless otherwise specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, Citibank, N.A., will be the transfer agent, dividend disbursing agent and registrar for the shares of
the preferred stock.
 

Because ML&Co. is a holding company, its rights and the rights of holders of its securities, including the holders of preferred stock, to participate in the distribution of
assets of any subsidiary of ML&Co. upon its liquidation or recapitalization will be subject to the prior claims of the subsidiary’s creditors and preferred stockholders, except to
the extent ML&Co. may itself be a creditor with recognized claims against the subsidiary or a holder of preferred stock of the subsidiary.
 
Dividends and Distributions
 

Holders of shares of the preferred stock will be entitled to receive, as, if and when declared by the Board of Directors of ML&Co., or a duly authorized committee of the
Board of Directors, out of funds legally available for the payment of dividends, cash dividends at the rate set forth in, or calculated in accordance with the formula set forth in,
the prospectus supplement relating to the preferred stock being offered.
 

Dividends on the preferred stock may be cumulative or noncumulative as provided in the applicable prospectus supplement. Dividends on the cumulative preferred stock
will accumulate from the date of original issue and will be payable quarterly in arrears on the dates specified in the applicable prospectus supplement. If any date so specified as
a dividend payment date is not a business day, declared dividends on the preferred stock will be paid on the immediately succeeding business day, without interest. The
applicable prospectus supplement will set forth the applicable dividend period with respect to a dividend payment date. If the Board of Directors of ML&Co. or a duly
authorized committee of the Board of Directors, fails to declare a dividend on any series of noncumulative preferred stock for any dividend period, ML&Co. will have no
obligation to pay a dividend for that period, whether or not dividends on that series of noncumulative preferred stock are declared for any future dividend period. Unless
otherwise specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, dividends on the preferred stock will be payable to record holders as they appear on the stock books of ML&Co. on
each record date, not more than 30 nor less than 15 days preceding the applicable payment date, as shall be fixed by the Board of Directors of ML&Co. or a duly authorized
committee of the Board of Directors.
 

No dividends will be declared or paid or set apart for payment on the preferred stock of any series ranking, as to dividends, equally with or junior to any other series of
preferred stock for any period unless dividends have been or are contemporaneously declared and paid or declared and a sum sufficient for the payment of those dividends has
been set apart for,
 
 �  in the case of cumulative preferred stock, all dividend periods terminating on or before the date of payment of full cumulative dividends, or
 
 �  in the case of noncumulative preferred stock, the immediately preceding dividend period.
 

When dividends are not paid in full upon any series of preferred stock, and any other preferred stock ranking equally as to dividends with that series of preferred stock,
all dividends declared upon shares of that series of preferred stock and any other preferred stock ranking equally as to dividends will be declared pro rata so that the amount of
dividends declared per share on that series of preferred stock and any other preferred stock ranking
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equally as to dividends will in all cases bear to each other the same ratio that accrued dividends per share on the shares of that series of preferred stock and the other preferred
stock bear to each other. In the case of noncumulative preferred stock, any accrued dividends described in the immediately preceding paragraph will not include any cumulation
in respect of unpaid dividends for prior dividend periods.
 

Except as provided in the immediately preceding paragraph, unless full dividends on all outstanding shares of any series of preferred stock have been declared and paid,
 
 �  in the case of a series of cumulative preferred stock, for all past dividend periods, or
 
 �  in the case of noncumulative preferred stock, for the immediately preceding dividend period,
 
then:
 

 
�  ML&Co. may not declare dividends or pay or set aside for payment or other distribution on any of its capital stock ranking junior to or equally with that series of

preferred stock as to dividends or upon liquidation, other than dividends or distributions paid in shares of, or options, warrants or rights to subscribe for or purchase
shares of, the common stock of ML&Co. or other capital stock of ML&Co. ranking junior to that series of preferred stock as to dividends and upon liquidation, and

 

 

�  other than in connection with the distribution or trading of any of its capital stock, ML&Co. may not redeem, purchase or otherwise acquire any of its capital stock
ranking junior to or equally with that series of preferred stock as to dividends or upon liquidation, for any consideration or any moneys paid to or made available for
a sinking fund for the redemption of any shares of any of its capital stock, except by conversion or exchange for capital stock of ML&Co. ranking junior to that
series of preferred stock as to dividends and upon liquidation.

 
Unless otherwise specified in the applicable prospectus supplement, the amount of dividends payable for any period shorter than a full dividend period shall be computed

on the basis of twelve 30-day months, a 360-day year and the actual number of days elapsed in any period of less than one month.
 

In connection with the issuance of perpetual Trust Originated Preferred SecuritiesSM (“TOPrS”), ML&Co. has agreed, among other things, that if full distributions on the
TOPrS have not been paid or set apart for payment or if ML&Co. is in default of their related guarantee obligations, ML&Co., with certain exceptions, will not declare or pay
dividends, make distributions with respect to, or redeem, purchase or acquire, or make a liquidation payment with respect to any of its capital stock, including the preferred
stock.
 
Liquidation Preference
 

Upon any voluntary or involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up of ML&Co., the holders of the preferred stock will have preference and priority over the
common stock of ML&Co. and any other class of stock of ML&Co. ranking junior to the preferred stock upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up, for payments out of or
distributions of the assets of ML&Co. or proceeds from any liquidation, whether from capital or surplus, of the amount per share set forth in the applicable prospectus
supplement plus all accrued and unpaid dividends, whether or not earned or declared, to the date of final distribution to such holders. After any liquidating payment, the holders
of preferred stock will be entitled to no other payments. If, in the case of any liquidation, dissolution or winding up of ML&Co., the assets of ML&Co. or the proceeds from any
liquidation should be insufficient to make the full liquidation payment in the amount per share set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement relating to a series of preferred
stock, plus all accrued and unpaid dividends on that preferred stock, and liquidating payments on any other preferred stock ranking as to liquidation, dissolution or winding up
equally with that preferred stock, then any assets and proceeds will be distributed among the holders of the preferred
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stock and any other preferred stock ratably in accordance with the respective amounts which would be payable on those shares of preferred stock and any other preferred stock
if all amounts payable were paid in full. In the case of noncumulative preferred stock, accrued and unpaid dividends will not include cumulation of unpaid dividends from prior
dividend periods. A consolidation or merger of ML&Co. with one or more corporations will not be deemed to be a liquidation, dissolution or winding up, voluntary or
involuntary, of ML&Co.
 
Redemption
 

If specified in the prospectus supplement relating to a series of preferred stock being offered, ML&Co. may, at its option, at any time or from time to time on not less
than 30 nor more than 60 days notice, redeem that series of preferred stock in whole or in part at the redemption prices and on the dates set forth in the applicable prospectus
supplement.
 

If less than all outstanding shares of a series of preferred stock are to be redeemed, the selection of the shares to be redeemed shall be determined by lot or pro rata as
may be determined by the Board of Directors of ML&Co. or a duly authorized committee of the Board of Directors to be equitable. From and after the redemption date, unless
ML&Co. is in default in providing for the payment of the redemption price, dividends shall cease to accrue on the shares of that series of preferred stock called for redemption
and all rights of the holders shall cease, other than the right to receive the redemption price.
 
Voting Rights
 

Unless otherwise described in the applicable prospectus supplement, holders of the preferred stock will have no voting rights except as set forth below or as otherwise
required by law.
 

Whenever dividends payable on the preferred stock are in arrears for a number of dividend periods, whether or not consecutive, which in the aggregate is equivalent to
six calendar quarters, the holders of outstanding shares of the preferred stock, voting as a class with holders of shares of all other series of preferred stock ranking equally with
the preferred stock either as to dividends or the distribution of assets upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up and upon which like voting rights have been conferred and are
exercisable, will be entitled to vote for the election of two additional directors on the terms set forth below. These voting rights will continue, in the case of any series of
cumulative preferred stock, until all past dividends accumulated on shares of cumulative preferred stock are paid in full and, in the case of noncumulative preferred stock, until
all dividends on shares of noncumulative preferred stock are paid in full for at least one calendar year. Upon payment in full of these dividends, the voting rights will terminate
except as expressly provided by law. These voting rights are subject to re-vesting in the event of each and every subsequent default in the payment of dividends. Holders of all
series of preferred stock which are granted these voting rights and which rank equally with the preferred stock will vote as a class, and, unless otherwise specified in the
applicable prospectus supplement, each holder of shares of the preferred stock will have one vote for each share of stock held and each other series will have the number of
votes, if any, for each share of stock held as may be granted to them. In the event that the holders of shares of the preferred stock are entitled to vote as described in this
paragraph, the Board of Directors of ML&Co. will be increased by two directors, and the holders of the preferred stock will have the exclusive right as members of that class, as
outlined above, to elect two directors at the next annual meeting of stockholders.
 

Upon termination of the right of the holders of the preferred stock to vote for directors as discussed in the preceding paragraph, the term of office of all directors then in
office elected by those holders will terminate immediately. Whenever the term of office of the directors elected by those holders ends and the related special voting rights
expire, the number of directors will automatically be decreased to the number of directors as would otherwise prevail.
 

So long as any shares of preferred stock remain outstanding, ML&Co. shall not, without the affirmative vote or consent of the holders of at least two-thirds of the shares
of the preferred stock outstanding at the time, voting
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as a class with all other series of preferred stock ranking equally with the preferred stock either as to dividends or the distribution of assets upon liquidation, dissolution or
winding up and upon which like voting rights have been conferred and are exercisable, given in person or by proxy, either in writing or at a meeting:
 
 �  authorize, create or issue, or increase the authorized or issued amount of, any class or series of stock ranking senior to the preferred stock with respect to payment of

dividends or the distribution of assets upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up of ML&Co.; or
 

 
�  amend, alter or repeal, whether by merger, consolidation or otherwise, the provisions of ML&Co.’s restated certificate of incorporation or the certificate of

designations of the preferred stock so as to materially and adversely affect any right, preference, privilege or voting power of the preferred stock or the holders of
the preferred stock;

 
provided, however, that any increase in the amount of authorized preferred stock or the creation and issuance, or an increase in the authorized or issued amount, of other series
of preferred stock, or any increase in the amount of authorized shares of preferred stock, in each case ranking equally with or junior to the preferred stock with respect to the
payment of dividends and the distribution of assets upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up of ML&Co. will not be deemed to materially and adversely affect these rights,
preferences, privileges or voting powers.
 

The foregoing voting provisions will not apply if all outstanding shares of preferred stock have been redeemed or sufficient funds have been deposited in trust to effect
such a redemption which is scheduled to be consummated within three months after the time that such rights would otherwise be exercisable.
 
Conversion or Exchange Rights
 

The prospectus supplement relating to a series of preferred stock that is convertible or exchangeable will state the terms on which shares of that series are convertible or
exchangeable into common stock, another series of preferred stock or debt securities.
 
Outstanding Preferred Stock
 

As of March 26, 2004, there were 42,500 shares of 9% Preferred Stock represented by 17,000,000 depositary shares and one Special Voting Share outstanding.
 

9% Preferred Stock
 

The 9% Preferred Stock has preference over ML&Co.’s common stock and the Series A junior preferred stock issuable under the Rights Plan described under
“Description of Common Stock” with respect to the payment of dividends and the distribution of assets in the event of liquidation, dissolution or winding up of ML&Co.
Holders of the 9% Preferred Stock do not have any preemptive rights to subscribe for any additional securities which may be issued by ML&Co. Dividends on the 9% Preferred
Stock are cumulative and payable quarterly at the rate per annum of 9% of the $10,000 liquidation preference per share. Holders of the 9% Preferred Stock have no voting
rights except as set forth above under “—Voting Rights” above. In the event of any voluntary or involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up of ML&Co., the holders of
outstanding shares of 9% Preferred Stock are entitled to receive out of assets of ML&Co. available for distribution to stockholders a distribution of $10,000 per share, plus
accumulated and unpaid dividends, if any. The 9% Preferred Stock is not redeemable before December 30, 2004. On and after that date, the 9% Preferred Stock is redeemable
at the option of ML&Co., in whole at any time or from time to time in part, upon not less than 30 nor more than 60 days notice, at a redemption price of $10,000 per share, plus
accumulated and unpaid dividends, if any.
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Special Voting Share
 

In connection with the acquisition of Midland Walwyn Inc. by ML&Co. in August 1998, ML&Co. issued a single share of preferred stock with special voting rights (the
“Special Voting Share”), under the terms of a Voting and Exchange Trust Agreement entered into by Merrill Lynch & Co., Canada Ltd. (“ML Canada”), ML&Co. and Montreal
Trust Company of Canada, as trustee (the “Voting Trust Agreement”). The Special Voting Share possesses a number of votes equal to the number of exchangeable shares of ML
Canada (the “Exchangeable Shares”) issued and outstanding from time to time that are not owned by ML&Co. or its affiliates, which votes may be exercised for the election of
directors and on all other matters submitted to a vote of ML&Co.’s stockholders. The holders of ML&Co.’s common stock and the holder of the Special Voting Share vote
together as a class on all matters. See “Description of Common Stock—Voting Rights”. The Special Voting Share was issued to the trustee under the Voting Trust Agreement.
The holder of the Special Voting Share is not entitled to receive dividends, and, in the event of any liquidation, dissolution or winding up of ML&Co., will receive an amount
equal to the par value of the Special Voting Share. When the Special Voting Share has no votes attached to it because there are no Exchangeable Shares outstanding not owned
by ML&Co. or any of its affiliates, the Special Voting Share will cease to have any rights.
 

 DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITARY SHARES
 

ML&Co. may issue depositary receipts evidencing depositary shares, each of which will represent a fraction of a share of preferred stock. ML&Co. will deposit shares of
preferred stock of each class or series represented by depositary shares under deposit agreements to be entered into among ML&Co., a bank or trust company, as depositary, and
the holders from time to time of the depositary receipts. A copy of the form of deposit agreement, including the form of certificates representing the depositary receipts, is filed
as an exhibit to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part. The following summaries of the material provisions of the deposit agreements and the depositary
receipt certificates are not complete, are subject to, and are qualified in their entirety by reference to, all the provisions of the deposit agreement and the depositary receipt
certificates, respectively, including the definitions of terms.
 
Terms of the Depositary Shares
 

Depositary receipts issued under the applicable deposit agreement will evidence the depositary shares. Immediately following the issuance and delivery of the preferred
stock by ML&Co. to the depositary, ML&Co. will cause the depositary to issue, on behalf of ML&Co., the depositary receipts. Subject to the terms of the applicable deposit
agreement, each holder of a depositary receipt will be entitled, in proportion to the fraction of a share of preferred stock represented by the applicable depositary shares, to all the
rights and preferences of the preferred stock being represented, including dividend, voting, conversion, redemption and liquidation rights, all as will be set forth in the
prospectus supplement relating to the depositary shares being offered.
 

The depositary shares will have the dividend, liquidation, redemption, voting and conversion or exchange rights set forth below unless otherwise specified in the
applicable prospectus supplement. The applicable prospectus supplement will describe the terms of the specific issue of the depositary shares being offered, the deposit
agreement relating to the depositary shares and the depositary receipts evidencing the depositary shares, including the following:
 
 �  the designation, stated value and liquidation preference of the depositary shares and the number of shares offered;
 
 �  the offering price or prices;
 
 �  the dividend rate or rates, or method of calculation, the dividend periods, the dates on which dividends will be payable and whether dividends are cumulative or

noncumulative and, if cumulative, the dates from which dividends will begin to cumulate;
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 �  any redemption or sinking fund provisions;
 
 �  any conversion or exchange provisions;
 
 �  any material risk factors relating to the depositary shares;
 
 �  the identity of the depositary; and
 
 �  any other terms of the depositary shares which are not inconsistent with the provisions of the deposit agreement.
 
Book-Entry Procedures
 

Except as may otherwise be provided in the applicable prospectus supplement, the depositary shares will be evidenced by global depositary receipts, registered in the
name of a depositary or its nominee. In that case, beneficial owners will not be entitled to receive depositary receipts evidencing their depositary shares unless the depositary is
unwilling or unable to continue as depositary or ML&Co. decides to have the depositary shares represented by separate depositary receipts. A beneficial owner’s interest in
depositary shares will be recorded on or through the records of the brokerage firm or other entity that maintains the beneficial owner’s account. In turn, the total number of
depositary shares held by an individual brokerage firm for its clients will be maintained on the records of the depositary in the name of the brokerage firm or its agent. Transfer
of ownership of depositary shares will be effected only through the selling beneficial owner’s brokerage firm.
 
Dividends and Other Distributions
 

The depositary will distribute all cash dividends or other cash distributions received in respect of the preferred stock to the record holders of depositary receipts in
proportion to the number of depositary shares owned by those holders, subject to the obligations of holders to file proofs, certificates and other information and to pay certain
charges and expenses to the depositary.
 

In the event of a distribution in respect of the preferred stock other than in cash, the depositary will distribute property it receives to the record holders of the depositary
shares, subject to certain obligations of holders to file proofs, certificates and other information and to pay certain charges and expenses to the depositary, unless the depositary,
after consultation with ML&Co., determines that it is not feasible to make the distribution, in which case the depositary may, with the approval of ML&Co., sell any property
and distribute the net proceeds from the sale to the holders.
 
Withdrawal of Stock
 

Unless the related depositary shares have been previously called for redemption, upon surrender of the depositary receipts at the corporate trust office of the depositary,
the holder of the depositary shares will be entitled to delivery, at the corporate trust office of the depositary to or upon his or her order, of the number of whole shares of the
preferred stock and any money or other property represented by the depositary shares. If the depositary receipts delivered by the holder evidence a number of depositary shares
in excess of the number of depositary shares representing the number of whole shares of preferred stock to be withdrawn, the depositary will deliver to the holder at the same
time a new depositary receipt evidencing the excess number of depositary shares. In no event will the depositary deliver fractional shares of preferred stock upon surrender of
depositary receipts.
 
Redemption of Depositary Shares
 

Whenever ML&Co. redeems shares of preferred stock held by the depositary, the depositary will redeem as of the same redemption date the number of depositary shares
representing shares of the preferred stock so redeemed, provided ML&Co. has paid in full to the depositary the redemption price of the preferred stock to be
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redeemed plus an amount equal to any accumulated and unpaid dividends on the preferred stock to the date fixed for redemption. The redemption price per depositary share will
be equal to the redemption price and any other amounts per share payable with respect to the preferred stock multiplied by the fraction of a share of preferred stock represented
by one depositary share. If less than all the depositary shares are to be redeemed, the depositary shares to be redeemed will be selected by lot or pro rata as may be determined
by the depositary.
 

After the date fixed for redemption, depositary shares called for redemption will no longer be deemed to be outstanding and all rights of the holders of depositary shares
called for redemption will cease, except the right to receive any moneys payable upon redemption and any money or other property to which the holders of the depositary shares
were entitled upon redemption upon surrender to the depositary of the depositary receipts evidencing the depositary shares.
 
Voting the Preferred Stock
 

Upon receipt of notice of any meeting at which the holders of the preferred stock are entitled to vote, the depositary will mail the information contained in the notice of
meeting to the record holders of the depositary receipts relating to that preferred stock. The record date for the depositary receipts relating to the preferred stock will be the same
date as the record date for the preferred stock. Each record holder of the depositary shares on the record date will be entitled to instruct the depositary as to the exercise of the
voting rights pertaining to the amount of preferred stock represented by that holder’s depositary shares. The depositary will endeavor, insofar as practicable, to vote the amount
of preferred stock represented by the depositary shares in accordance with those instructions, and ML&Co. will agree to take all reasonable action which may be deemed
necessary by the depositary in order to enable the depositary to do so. The depositary will not vote any shares of preferred stock except to the extent it receives specific
instructions from the holders of depositary shares representing that number of shares of preferred stock.
 
Exchange of Preferred Stock
 

Whenever ML&Co. exchanges all of the shares of a series of preferred stock held by the depositary for debt securities, common stock or other shares of preferred stock,
the depositary will exchange as of the same exchange date the number of depositary shares representing all of the shares of the preferred stock so exchanged for debt securities,
common stock or other shares of preferred stock, provided ML&Co. has issued and deposited with the depositary, debt securities, common stock or other shares of preferred
stock, as applicable, for all of the shares of the preferred stock to be exchanged. The exchange rate per depositary share will be equal to the exchange rate per share of preferred
stock multiplied by the fraction of a share of preferred stock represented by one depositary share, plus all money and other property, if any, represented by those depositary
shares, including all amounts paid by ML&Co. in respect of dividends which on the exchange date have accumulated on the shares of preferred stock to be so exchanged and
have not already been paid.
 
Conversion of Preferred Stock
 

The depositary shares are not convertible or exchangeable into common stock or any other securities or property of ML&Co. Nevertheless, if so specified in the
applicable prospectus supplement, each depositary receipt may be surrendered by its holder to the depositary with written instructions to the depositary to instruct ML&Co. to
cause conversion or exchange of the preferred stock represented by the depositary shares evidenced by that depositary receipt into whole shares of common stock, other shares
of preferred stock or debt securities of ML&Co. ML&Co. has agreed that upon the receipt of any instructions to convert or exchange any depositary shares and the payment of
any fees or other amounts applicable to any conversion or exchange, it will convert or exchange the depositary shares using the same procedures as those provided for delivery
of preferred stock to effect conversions or exchange. If the depositary shares represented by a depositary receipt are converted in part only, a new depositary receipt or receipts
will be issued for any depositary shares not converted or exchanged.
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Amendment and Termination of the Deposit Agreement
 

The form of depositary receipt evidencing the depositary shares and any provision of the deposit agreement may at any time be amended by agreement between ML&Co.
and the depositary. However, any amendment that materially and adversely alters the rights of the holders of depositary receipts will not be effective unless it has been
approved by the holders of at least a majority of the depositary shares then outstanding. No amendment to the form of depositary receipt or any provision of the deposit
agreement relating to or affecting rights to receive dividends or distributions or voting, redemption or conversion rights will be effective unless approved by the holders of at
least two-thirds of the depositary shares then outstanding.
 

ML&Co. may terminate the deposit agreement at any time upon 60 days prior written notice to the depositary, in which case the depositary will deliver to the record
holders, upon surrender of the depositary receipts, the number of whole or fractional shares of preferred stock as is represented by those depositary receipts. The deposit
agreement will automatically terminate if:
 
 �  all outstanding depositary shares have been redeemed,
 
 �  all shares of preferred stock deposited with the depositary in accordance with the terms of the deposit agreement and all money and other property relating to those

shares of preferred stock have been withdrawn in accordance with the terms of the deposit agreement, or
 
 �  there has been a final distribution in respect of the preferred stock in connection with any liquidation, dissolution or winding up of ML&Co. and the distribution has

been distributed to the holders of depositary receipts.
 
Charges of Depositary
 

ML&Co. will pay all transfer and other taxes and governmental charges arising solely from the existence of the depositary arrangements. ML&Co. will pay the fees and
expenses of the depositary in connection with the performance of its duties under the deposit agreement. Holders of depositary receipts will pay transfer and other taxes and
governmental charges and any other charges that are expressly provided in the deposit agreement to be for their accounts. The depositary may refuse to effect any transfer of a
depositary receipt or any withdrawals of preferred stock evidenced by a depositary receipt until all taxes and charges with respect to the depositary receipt or preferred stock are
paid by their holders.
 
Resignation and Removal of Depositary
 

The depositary may resign at any time by delivering to ML&Co. notice of its election to do so, and ML&Co. may remove the depositary at any time. Any resignation or
removal of the depositary will take effect upon ML&Co.’s appointment of a successor depositary, which must be appointed within 60 days after delivery of the notice of
resignation or removal and must be a bank or trust company having its principal office in the United States and having a combined capital and surplus of at least $50,000,000.
 
Notices
 

The depositary will forward to holders of depositary receipts all reports and communications received from ML&Co. and the depositary and which ML&Co. is required
to furnish to holders of the related underlying preferred stock. The depositary will also, promptly after its receipt, transmit to the holders of depositary receipts, copies of all
notices and reports required by law, the rules of any national securities exchange or ML&Co.’s restated certificate of incorporation to be furnished to the record holders of
depositary receipts.
 
Limitation of Liability
 

Neither the depositary nor ML&Co. will assume any obligation or be subject to any liability under the deposit agreement to holders of depositary receipts other than for
negligence, willful misconduct or bad faith.
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The depositary will not be obligated to prosecute or defend any legal proceeding in respect of any depositary shares or any shares of preferred stock unless it is furnished
with satisfactory indemnification. ML&Co. and the depositary may rely on written advice of counsel or accountants, or information provided by persons presenting shares of
preferred stock for deposit, holders of depositary receipts or other persons believed to be competent and on documents believed to be genuine. Neither the depositary nor
ML&Co. will be liable if it is prevented from or delayed, by law, by provision of ML&Co.’s restated certificate of incorporation or any circumstances beyond its control, in
performing its obligations under the deposit agreement.
 

 DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED STOCK WARRANTS
 

ML&Co. may issue warrants for the purchase of preferred stock (“Preferred Stock Warrants”). ML&Co. will not offer Preferred Stock Warrants for sale separately to
any member of the public in Canada unless the offering is in connection with and forms part of the consideration for an acquisition or merger transaction or unless the
prospectus supplement containing the specific terms of the Preferred Stock Warrants to be offered is first approved for filing by the securities commissions or similar regulatory
authorities in each of the provinces and territories of Canada where the Preferred Stock Warrants will be offered for sale. Each series of Preferred Stock Warrants is to be issued
under a preferred stock warrant agreement to be entered into between ML&Co. and a bank or trust company, as preferred stock warrant agent, as described in the applicable
prospectus supplement relating to the Preferred Stock Warrants being offered. A copy of the form of preferred stock warrant agreement, including the form of warrant
certificates representing the Preferred Stock Warrants, is filed as an exhibit to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part. The following summaries of the
material provisions of the preferred stock warrant agreement and preferred stock warrant certificates are not complete and are subject to and are qualified in their entirety by
reference to, all the provisions of the preferred stock warrant agreement and the preferred stock warrant certificates, respectively, including the definitions of terms.
 
Terms of the Preferred Stock Warrants
 

The applicable prospectus supplement will describe the terms of the specific issue of Preferred Stock Warrants being offered, the preferred stock warrant agreement
relating to the Preferred Stock Warrants and the preferred stock warrant certificates representing the Preferred Stock Warrants, including the following:
 
 �  the offering price or prices;
 
 �  designation, aggregate number and terms of the series of preferred stock that may be purchased upon exercise of the Preferred Stock Warrants and the minimum

number of Preferred Stock Warrants that are exercisable;
 
 �  any designation and terms of the securities with which the Preferred Stock Warrants are being offered and the number of Preferred Stock Warrants being offered

with each Security;
 
 �  any date on and after which the Preferred Stock Warrants and the related securities will be transferable separately;
 

 
�  the number and stated values of the series of preferred stock that may be purchased upon exercise of each Preferred Stock Warrant and the price at which the shares

of preferred stock of that series may be purchased upon exercise, and events or conditions under which the number of shares that may be purchased may be
adjusted;

 
 �  the date on which the right to exercise the Preferred Stock Warrants will begin and the date on which the right to exercise will expire;
 
 �  any circumstances that will cause the Preferred Stock Warrants to be deemed to be automatically exercised;
 
 �  any material risk factors relating to the Preferred Stock Warrants;
 
 �  the identity of the preferred stock warrant agent; and
 
 �  any other terms of the Preferred Stock Warrants which are not inconsistent with the provisions of the preferred stock warrant agreement.
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Holders may exchange preferred stock warrant certificates for new preferred stock warrant certificates of different denominations, may, if in registered form, present for
registration of transfer, and may exercise the Preferred Stock Warrants, at the corporate trust office of the preferred stock warrant agent or any other office indicated in the
applicable prospectus supplement. Before the exercise of any Preferred Stock Warrant, a holder will not have the rights of a holder of shares of the preferred stock that may be
purchased upon exercise of the Preferred Stock Warrant, including the right to receive payment of dividends, if any, on the underlying preferred stock or the right to vote the
underlying preferred stock.
 

Prospective purchasers of Preferred Stock Warrants should be aware that special U.S. Federal income tax, accounting and other considerations may be applicable to
instruments such as Preferred Stock Warrants. The prospectus supplement relating to any issue of Preferred Stock Warrants will describe these considerations.
 
Book-Entry Procedures
 

Except as may otherwise be provided in the applicable prospectus supplement, the Preferred Stock Warrants will be issued in the form of global preferred stock warrant
certificates, registered in the name of a depositary or its nominee. In that case, beneficial owners will not be entitled to receive definitive certificates representing Preferred Stock
Warrants unless the depositary is unwilling or unable to continue as depositary, specified events of bankruptcy or insolvency occur with respect to ML&Co. or ML&Co. decides
to have the Preferred Stock Warrants represented by definitive certificates. A beneficial owner’s interest in a Preferred Stock Warrant will be recorded on or through the records
of the brokerage firm or other entity that maintains the beneficial owner’s account. In turn, the total number of Preferred Stock Warrants held by an individual brokerage firm
for its clients will be maintained on the records of the depositary in the name of the brokerage firm or its agent. Transfer of ownership of any Preferred Stock Warrant will be
effected only through the selling beneficial owner’s brokerage firm.
 
Exercise of Preferred Stock Warrants
 

Each Preferred Stock Warrant will entitle its holder to purchase a number of shares of preferred stock at the exercise price described in the applicable prospectus
supplement. After the close of business on the date the right to exercise the Preferred Stock Warrants expires, or any later date if extended by ML&Co., unexercised Preferred
Stock Warrants will become void.
 

Holders may exercise the Preferred Stock Warrants in the manner set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement. Upon receipt of payment and a properly completed
and duly executed preferred stock warrant certificate at the corporate trust office of the preferred stock warrant agent or any other office indicated in the applicable prospectus
supplement, ML&Co. will, as soon as practicable, issue and deliver the shares of preferred stock purchased upon exercise. If less than all of the Preferred Stock Warrants
represented by any preferred stock warrant certificate are exercised, ML&Co. will issue a new preferred stock warrant certificate for the remaining number of Preferred Stock
Warrants.
 
Listing
 

ML&Co. may list an issue of Preferred Stock Warrants on a national securities exchange. Any listing will be specified in the applicable prospectus supplement.
 
Modifications
 

ML&Co. and the preferred stock warrant agent may amend any preferred stock warrant agreement and the terms of the related Preferred Stock Warrants, without the
consent of the holders of the Preferred Stock Warrants, for the purpose of curing any ambiguity, or of curing, correcting or supplementing any defective or inconsistent
provision, or in any other manner which ML&Co. may deem necessary or desirable and which will not materially and adversely affect the interests of the preferred stock
warrantholders.
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ML&Co. and the preferred stock warrant agent also may amend any preferred stock warrant agreement and the terms of the related Preferred Stock Warrants, with the
consent of the holders of not less than a majority in number of the then outstanding unexercised Preferred Stock Warrants affected by the amendment. However, without the
consent of each of the preferred stock warrantholders affected, no amendment will be effective that:
 
 �  shortens the period of time during which the Preferred Stock Warrants may be exercised;
 
 �  otherwise materially and adversely affects the exercise rights of the preferred stock warrantholders; or
 
 �  reduces the number of outstanding Preferred Stock Warrants the consent of whose holders is required to approve an amendment of the preferred stock warrant

agreement or the terms of the related Preferred Stock Warrants.
 
Enforceability of Rights by Preferred Stock Warrantholders
 

Any preferred stock warrantholder may, without the consent of the related preferred stock warrant agent, enforce by appropriate legal action, in and of its own behalf, its
right to exercise its Preferred Stock Warrants.
 

 DESCRIPTION OF COMMON STOCK
 

The following description sets forth the general terms of common stock which ML&Co. may issue. The description set forth below and in any prospectus supplement is
not complete, is subject to, and is qualified in its entirety by reference to, ML&Co’s restated certificate of incorporation which is filed as an exhibit to the registration statement
of which this prospectus is a part.
 
Terms of the Common Stock
 

Under ML&Co.’s restated certificate of incorporation, ML&Co. is authorized to issue up to 3,000,000,000 shares of common stock, par value $1.33 1/3 per share. As of
April 27, 2004, there were 958,115,321 shares of common stock and 2,874,972 Exchangeable Shares outstanding. The Exchangeable Shares are exchangeable at any time into
common stock on a one-for-one basis and entitle holders to dividend, voting and other rights equivalent to common stock. The common stock is traded on the New York Stock
Exchange under the symbol “MER” and also on the Chicago Stock Exchange, the Pacific Exchange, the Paris Bourse, the London Stock Exchange and the Tokyo Stock
Exchange.
 

The common stock has the dividend, voting, liquidation and preemptive rights set forth below unless otherwise specified in the prospectus supplement being used to
offer the common stock. The applicable prospectus supplement will describe the terms of the common stock including, where applicable, the following:
 
 �  the number of shares to be offered;
 
 �  the offering price or prices;
 
 �  to the extent permitted by applicable law, whether the common stock will be issued in certificated or book-entry form;
 
 �  information with respect to any book-entry procedures; and
 
 �  any additional terms of the common stock which are not inconsistent with the provisions of ML&Co.’s restated certificate of incorporation.
 

The common stock will be, when issued against payment therefor, fully paid and nonassessable. Holders of the common stock will have no preemptive rights to
subscribe for any additional securities which may be issued by ML&Co. The rights of holders of common stock will be subject to, and may be adversely affected by, the rights
of holders of any preferred stock that has been issued and may be issued in the future. As of                  ,
 

34



200  , 17,000,000 depositary shares, each representing a one-four-hundredth interest in a share of 9% Preferred Stock, and one Special Voting Share were outstanding. See
“Description of Preferred Stock—Outstanding Preferred Stock” for a description of that preferred stock. The Board of Directors of ML&Co. may issue additional shares of
preferred stock to obtain additional financing, in connection with acquisitions, to officers, directors and employees of ML&Co. and its subsidiaries pursuant to benefit plans or
otherwise and for other proper corporate purposes.
 

ML&Co. is the principal transfer agent for the common stock.
 

Because ML&Co. is a holding company, its rights, and the rights of holders of its securities, including the holders of common stock, to participate in the distribution of
assets of any subsidiary of ML&Co. upon the subsidiary’s liquidation or recapitalization will be subject to the prior claims of the subsidiary’s creditors and preferred
stockholders, except to the extent ML&Co. may itself be a creditor with recognized claims against the subsidiary or a holder of preferred stock of the subsidiary.
 
Dividends
 

ML&Co. may pay dividends on the common stock out of funds legally available for the payment of dividends as, if and when declared by the Board of Directors of
ML&Co. or a duly authorized committee of the Board of Directors.
 

In connection with the issuance of the TOPrS, ML&Co. has agreed, among other things, that if full distributions on the TOPrS have not been paid or set apart for
payment or ML&Co. is in default of its related guarantee obligations, ML&Co., with certain exceptions, will not declare or pay dividends, make distributions with respect to, or
redeem, purchase or acquire, or make a liquidation payment with respect to any of its capital stock, including the common stock.
 
Liquidation Rights
 

Upon any voluntary or involuntary liquidation, dissolution, or winding up of ML&Co., the holders of its common stock will be entitled to receive, after payment of all of
its debts, liabilities and of all sums to which holders of any preferred stock may be entitled, all of the remaining assets of ML&Co.
 
Voting Rights
 

Except as described under “Description of Preferred Stock—Outstanding Preferred Stock”, the holders of the common stock currently possess exclusive voting rights in
ML&Co. The Board of Directors of ML&Co. may, however, give voting power to any preferred stock which may be issued in the future. Each holder of common stock is
entitled to one vote per share with respect to all matters. There is no cumulative voting in the election of directors. Actions requiring approval of stockholders generally require
approval by a majority vote of outstanding shares.
 

The Board of Directors of ML&Co. is currently comprised of 11 directors, divided into three classes, the precise number of members to be fixed from time to time by the
Board of Directors. The directors of the class elected at each annual election hold office for a term of three years, with the term of each class expiring at successive annual
meetings of stockholders.
 
Rights to Purchase Series A Junior Preferred Stock
 

Under the Amended and Restated Rights Agreement, adopted on December 2, 1997 (the “Rights Agreement”), preferred purchase rights were distributed to holders of
common stock. The preferred purchase rights are attached to
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each outstanding share of common stock and will attach to all subsequently issued shares, including common stock that may be offered by ML&Co. pursuant to an applicable
prospectus supplement. The preferred purchase rights entitle the holder to purchase fractions of a share (“Units”) of Series A junior preferred stock at an exercise price of $300
per Unit, subject to adjustment from time to time as provided in the Rights Agreement. The exercise price and the number of Units issuable are subject to adjustment to prevent
dilution.
 

The preferred purchase rights will separate from the common stock ten days following the earlier of:
 
 �  an announcement of an acquisition by a person or group of 15% or more of the outstanding common stock of ML&Co.; or
 
 �  the commencement of a tender or exchange offer for 15% or more of the shares of common stock of ML&Co. outstanding.
 

If, after the preferred purchase rights have separated from the common stock,
 
 �  ML&Co. is the surviving corporation in a merger with an acquiring party,
 
 �  a person becomes the beneficial owner of 15% or more of the common stock,
 
 �  an acquiring party engages in one or more defined “self-dealing” transactions, or
 
 �  an event occurs which results in such acquiring party’s ownership interest being increased by more than 1%,
 
then, in each case, each holder of a preferred purchase right will have the right to purchase Units of Series A junior preferred stock having a value equal to two times the
exercise price of the preferred purchase right. In addition, preferred purchase rights held by or transferred in certain circumstances by an acquiring party may immediately
become void.
 

In the event that, at any time,
 
 �  ML&Co. is acquired in a merger or other business combination transaction and ML&Co. is not the surviving corporation,
 
 �  any person consolidates or merges with ML&Co. and all or part of ML&Co.’s common stock is converted or exchanged for securities, cash or property of any other

person or
 
 �  50% or more of ML&Co.’s assets or earning power is sold or transferred,
 
each holder of a right will have the right to purchase common stock of the acquiring party having a value equal to two times the exercise price of the preferred purchase right.
 

The preferred purchase rights expire on December 2, 2007. The preferred purchase rights are redeemable at the option of a majority of the independent directors of
ML&Co. at $.01 per right at any time until the tenth day following an announcement of the acquisition of 15% or more of the common stock.
 

The foregoing provisions of the Rights Agreement may have the effect of delaying, deferring or preventing a change in control of ML&Co.
 

The certificate of designations of the Series A junior preferred stock provides that the holders of Units of the Series A junior preferred stock will be entitled to receive
quarterly dividends in an amount to be determined in accordance with the formula set forth in the certificate of designations. These dividend rights are cumulative. The Series A
junior preferred stock rank junior in right of payment of dividends to the 9% Preferred Stock and to all other preferred stock issued by ML&Co., unless the terms of any other
preferred stock provide otherwise. The holders of Units of the Series A junior preferred stock will have one vote per Unit on all matters submitted to the
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stockholders of ML&Co., subject to adjustment. If at any time dividends on any Units of the Series A junior preferred stock are in arrears for a number of periods, whether or
not consecutive, which in the aggregate is equivalent to six calendar quarters, then during that period of default, the holders of all Units, voting separately as a class, will have
the right to elect two directors to the Board of Directors of ML&Co. Additionally, whenever quarterly dividends or other dividends or distributions payable on the Series A
junior preferred stock are in arrears, ML&Co. shall not, among other things, declare or pay dividends on or make any other distributions on, or redeem or purchase or otherwise
acquire for consideration any shares or capital stock of ML&Co. which ranks junior in right of payment to the Series A junior preferred stock, including the common stock. In
the event of any voluntary or involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up of ML&Co., the holders of outstanding Units of the Series A junior preferred stock will be
entitled to receive a distribution in an amount to be determined in accordance with the formula set forth in the certificate of designations before the payment of any distribution
to the holders of common stock. The Units of Series A junior preferred stock are not redeemable. As of the date of this prospectus, there are no shares of Series A junior
preferred stock outstanding.
 
Material Charter Provisions
 

ML&Co.’s restated certificate of incorporation provides that, except under specified circumstances, ML&Co. may not merge or consolidate with any one or more
corporations, joint-stock associations or non-stock corporations; sell, lease or exchange all or substantially all of its property and assets or dissolve without the affirmative vote
of two-thirds of the entire Board of Directors of ML&Co. and the holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of common stock entitled to vote. Additionally, ML&Co.’s
restated certificate of incorporation provides that specified business combinations involving ML&Co. and an interested stockholder or an affiliate or associate of that
stockholder must be approved by 80% of the voting power of the outstanding shares of capital stock of ML&Co. entitled to vote generally in the election of directors. The vote
of 80% of the voting power of the voting stock referred to in the immediately preceding sentence is required for amendment of these provisions. ML&Co.’s restated certificate
of incorporation also provides that only the Board of Directors of ML&Co. has the authority to call special stockholder meetings.
 

The foregoing provisions of ML&Co.’s restated certificate of incorporation may have the effect of delaying, deferring or preventing a change in control of ML&Co.
 

 DESCRIPTION OF COMMON STOCK WARRANTS
 

ML&Co. may issue warrants for the purchase of common stock (“Common Stock Warrants”). ML&Co. will not offer Common Stock Warrants for sale separately to any
member of the public in Canada unless the offering is in connection with and forms part of the consideration for an acquisition or merger transaction or unless the prospectus
supplement containing the specific terms of the Common Stock Warrants to be offered is first approved for filing by the securities commissions or similar regulatory authorities
in each of the provinces and territories of Canada where the Common Stock Warrants will be offered for sale. Each series of Common Stock Warrants will be issued under a
common stock warrant agreement to be entered into between ML&Co. and a bank or trust company, as common stock warrant agent, all as set forth in the applicable prospectus
supplement. A copy of the form of common stock warrant agreement, including the form of warrant certificates representing the Common Stock Warrants, reflecting the
provisions to be included in the common stock warrant agreements that will be entered into with respect to particular offerings of Common Stock Warrants, is filed as an exhibit
to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part. The following summaries of the material provisions of the common stock warrant agreement and common stock
warrant certificates are not complete, are subject to, and are qualified in their entirety by reference to, all of the provisions of the common stock warrant agreement and the
common stock warrant certificates, including the definitions of terms.
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Terms of the Common Stock Warrants
 

The applicable prospectus supplement will describe the terms of the Common Stock Warrants being offered, the common stock warrant agreement relating to the
Common Stock Warrants and the common stock warrant certificates, including the following:
 
 � the offering price or prices;
 
 � the aggregate number of shares of common stock that may be purchased upon exercise of the Common Stock Warrants and minimum number of Common

Stock Warrants that are exercisable;
 
 � the number of securities, if any, with which the Common Stock Warrants are being offered and the number of the Common Stock Warrants being offered

with each security;
 
 � the date on and after which the Common Stock Warrants and the related securities, if any, will be transferable separately;
 
 � the number of shares of common stock purchasable upon exercise of each Common Stock Warrant, the price at which the common stock may be

purchased, and events or conditions under which the number of shares purchasable may be adjusted;
 
 � the date on which the right to exercise the Common Stock Warrants will begin and the date on which the right to exercise will expire;
 
 � the circumstances, if any, which will cause the Common Stock Warrants to be deemed to be automatically exercised;
 
 � any material risk factors relating to the Common Stock Warrants;
 
 � the identity of the common stock warrant agent; and
 
 � any other terms of the Common Stock Warrants which are not inconsistent with the provisions of the common stock warrant agreement.
 

Holders may exchange common stock warrant certificates for new common stock warrant certificates of different denominations, may, if in registered form, present for
registration of transfer, and may exercise the Common Stock Warrants, at the corporate trust office of the common stock warrant agent or any other office indicated in the
applicable prospectus supplement. Before the exercise of any Common Stock Warrants to purchase common stock, holders of the Common Stock Warrants will not have any
rights of holders of common stock purchasable upon exercise of the Common Stock Warrants, including the right to receive payments of dividends, if any, on the common
stock purchasable upon any exercise or the right to vote the underlying common stock.
 

Prospective purchasers of Common Stock Warrants should be aware that special U.S. Federal income tax, accounting and other considerations may be applicable to
instruments such as Common Stock Warrants. The prospectus supplement relating to any issue of Common Stock Warrants will describe these considerations.
 
Book-Entry Procedures
 

Except as may otherwise be provided in the applicable prospectus supplement, the Common Stock Warrants will be issued in the form of global common stock warrant
certificates, registered in the name of a depositary or its nominee. In that case, beneficial owners will not be entitled to receive definitive certificates representing Common Stock
Warrants unless the depositary is unwilling or unable to continue as depositary, certain specified events of bankruptcy or insolvency occur with respect to ML&Co. or ML&Co.
decides to have the Common Stock Warrants represented by definitive certificates. A beneficial owner’s interest in a Common Stock Warrant will be recorded on or through the
records of the brokerage firm or other entity that maintains a beneficial owner’s account. In turn, the total number of Common Stock Warrants held by an individual brokerage
firm for
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its clients will be maintained on the records of the depositary in the name of the brokerage firm or its agent. Transfer of ownership of any Common Stock Warrant will be
effected only through the selling beneficial owner’s brokerage firm.
 
Exercise of Common Stock Warrants
 

Each Common Stock Warrant will entitle its holder to purchase a specific number of shares of common stock at the exercise price described in the applicable prospectus
supplement. After the close of business on the date the right to exercise the Common Stock Warrants expires, or any later date if extended by ML&Co., unexercised Common
Stock Warrants will become void.
 

Common Stock Warrants may be exercised as set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement. Upon receipt of payment and a properly completed and duly executed
common stock warrant certificate at the corporate trust office of the common stock warrant agent or any other office indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement,
ML&Co. will, as soon as practicable, issue and deliver the shares of common stock purchased upon exercise. If less than all of the Common Stock Warrants represented by any
common stock warrant certificate are exercised, a new common stock warrant certificate will be issued for the remaining Common Stock Warrants.
 
Listing
 

ML&Co. may list an issue of Common Stock Warrants on a national securities exchange. Any listing will be specified in the applicable prospectus supplement.
 
Modifications
 

ML&Co. and the common stock warrant agent may amend any common stock warrant agreement and the terms of the related Common Stock Warrants, without the
consent of the holders of the Common Stock Warrants, for the purpose of curing any ambiguity, or of curing, correcting or supplementing any defective or inconsistent
provision, or in any other manner which ML&Co. may deem necessary or desirable and which will not materially and adversely affect the interests of the common stock
warrantholders.
 

ML&Co. and the common stock warrant agent also may amend any common stock warrant agreement and the terms of the related Common Stock Warrants, with the
consent of the holders of not less than a majority in number of the then outstanding unexercised Common Stock Warrants affected by amendment. However, without the
consent of each of the common stock warrantholders affected, no amendment will be effective that:
 
 �  shortens the period of time during which the Common Stock Warrants may be exercised;
 
 �  otherwise materially and adversely affects the exercise rights of the common stock warrantholders; or
 
 �  reduces the number of outstanding Common Stock Warrants the consent of whose holders is required to approve an amendment of the common stock warrant

agreement or the terms of the related Common Stock Warrants.
 
Enforceability of Rights by Common Stock Warrantholders
 

Any common stock warrantholder may, without the consent of the related common stock warrant agent, enforce by appropriate legal action, in and for its own behalf, its
right to exercise its Common Stock Warrant.
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 PLAN OF DISTRIBUTION
 

ML&Co. may sell securities in the United States and Canada:
 
 �  to the public through MLPF&S or, in Canada, Merrill Lynch Canada Inc., or through a group of underwriters managed or co-managed by, one or more underwriters,

including MLPF&S and Merrill Lynch Canada Inc.,
 
 �  through MLPF&S or, in Canada, Merrill Lynch Canada Inc., as agent, or
 
 �  directly to purchasers.
 

Any at the market offering of common stock will be through MLPF&S, acting as principal or as agent for ML&Co. The prospectus supplement with respect to the
securities of a particular series describes the terms of the offering of the securities, including the name of the agent or the name or names of any underwriters, the public offering
or purchase price, whether the underwriters will purchase on a firm commitment or best efforts basis, any discounts and commissions to be allowed or paid to the agent or
underwriters, all other items constituting underwriting compensation, any discounts and commissions to be allowed or paid to dealers and any exchanges on which the securities
will be listed. Only the agents or underwriters so named in the prospectus supplement are agents or underwriters in connection with the securities being offered. Under certain
circumstances, ML&Co. may repurchase securities and reoffer them to the public as set forth above. ML&Co. may also arrange for repurchases and resales of the securities by
dealers.
 

If so indicated in the prospectus supplement, ML&Co. will authorize underwriters to solicit offers by certain institutions to purchase debt securities from ML&Co.
pursuant to delayed delivery contracts providing for payment and delivery on the date stated in the prospectus supplement. Each contract will be for an amount not less than,
and, unless ML&Co. otherwise agrees, the aggregate principal amount of debt securities sold pursuant to the contracts shall not be more than, the respective amounts stated in
the prospectus supplement. Institutions with whom the contracts, when authorized, may be made include commercial and savings banks, insurance companies, pension funds,
investment companies, educational and charitable institutions, and other institutions, but shall in all cases be subject to the approval of ML&Co. Delayed delivery contracts will
not be subject to any conditions except that the purchase by an institution of the debt securities covered under that contract shall not at the time of delivery be prohibited under
the laws of any jurisdiction in the United States to which that institution is subject.
 

ML&Co. has agreed to indemnify any agent or underwriters against certain civil liabilities, including liabilities under the Securities Act or contribute to payments any
agent or underwriters may be required to make.
 

MLPF&S and, in Canada, Merrill Lynch Canada Inc., may use this prospectus for offers and sales related to market-making transactions in the securities. MLPF&S or
Merrill Lynch Canada Inc., as applicable, may act as principal or agent in these transactions, and the sales will be made at prices related to prevailing market prices at the time of
the sale.
 

MLPF&S, a broker-dealer subsidiary of ML&Co., is a member of the National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc. and will participate in distributions of the
securities. Accordingly, offerings of the securities will conform to the requirements of Rule 2720 of the Conduct Rules of the NASD.
 

In no event will the commission or discount received by any NASD member or independent broker-dealer participating in a distribution of securities exceed eight percent
of the aggregate principal amount of the offering of securities in which such NASD member or independent broker-dealer participates.
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 WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION
 

We file reports, proxy statements and other information with the SEC. Our SEC filings are also available over the Internet at the SEC’s web site at http://www.sec.gov.
The address of the SEC’s Internet site is provided solely for the information of prospective investors and is not intended to be an active link. You may also read and copy any
document we file by visiting the SEC’s public reference rooms at 450 Fifth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20549. Please call the SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330 for further
information about the public reference rooms. You may also inspect our SEC reports and other information at the New York Stock Exchange, Inc., 20 Broad Street, New York,
New York 10005.
 

We have filed a registration statement on Form S-3 with the SEC covering the securities described in this prospectus and other securities. For further information on
ML&Co. and these securities, you should refer to our registration statement and its exhibits. This prospectus summarizes material provisions of contracts and other documents
that we refer you to. Because the prospectus may not contain all the information that you may find important, you should review the full text of these documents. We have
included copies of these documents as exhibits to our registration statement of which this prospectus is a part.
 

 INCORPORATION OF INFORMATION
 

The SEC and securities regulatory authorities in each of the provinces and territories of Canada allow us to incorporate by reference the information we file with them,
which means:
 
 �  incorporated documents are considered part of the prospectus;
 
 �  we can disclose important information to you by referring you to those documents; and
 

 
�  information that we file with the SEC, or with the SEC and with securities regulatory authorities in each of the provinces and territories of Canada, will

automatically update and supersede this incorporated information. Only the documents listed below that are marked with asterisks have been filed with both the
SEC and with the securities regulatory authorities in the provinces and territories of Canada.

 
We incorporate by reference the documents listed below which were filed with the SEC under the Exchange Act (other than information in the documents that is deemed

not to be filed):
 
 �  annual report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 26, 2003*;
 
 �  quarterly report on Form 10-Q for the period ended March 26, 2004*; and
 

 
�  current reports on Form 8-K dated January 14, 2004, January 21, 2004*, February 6, 2004, February 10, 2004*, February 11, 2004, February 20, 2004, February

25, 2004, March 1, 2004 (two reports), March 5, 2004, March 16, 2004, March 29, 2004, March 30, 2004 (three reports), April 13, 2004*, May 4, 2004*, May 5,
2004 (four reports), May 14, 2004, May 21, 2004, June 1, 2004 (four reports) and June 4, 2004.

 
We also incorporate by reference each of the following documents that we will file with the SEC after the date of this prospectus until this offering is completed or after

the date of this registration statement and before the effectiveness of the registration statement (other than information in the documents that is deemed not to be filed):
 
 �  reports filed under Section 13(a) and (c) of the Exchange Act;
 
 �  definitive proxy or information statements filed under Section 14 of the Exchange Act in connection with any subsequent stockholders’ meeting; and
 
 �  any reports filed under Section 15(d) of the Exchange Act.
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ML&Co. is or will be, upon filing this prospectus with the securities commissions or similar regulatory authorities in each of the provinces and territories of Canada, a
reporting issuer or the equivalent thereof pursuant to the securities legislation of such provinces and territories. The laws of the provinces and territories of Canada provide that
any documents that we are required to file with the securities regulatory authorities of such provinces and territories after the date of this prospectus shall be deemed to be
incorporated by reference into this prospectus in connection with any sales of securities in Canada. The documents that we are required to file with Canadian securities
regulatory authorities include all of the documents that we are required to file with the SEC except for those of our current reports on Form 8-K that do not relate to our financial
condition or disclose a material change in our affairs.
 

You should rely only on information contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus. We have not authorized any other person to provide you with different
information. If anyone provides you with different or inconsistent information, you should not rely on it. We are not making an offer to sell these securities in any jurisdiction
where the offer or sale is not permitted.
 

You should assume that the information appearing in this prospectus is accurate as of the date of this prospectus only. Our business, financial condition and results of
operations may have changed since that date.
 

You may request a copy of any filings referred to above (excluding exhibits not specifically incorporated by reference into the filing), at no cost, by contacting us in
writing or by telephone at the following address: Mr. Lawrence M. Egan, Jr., Corporate Secretary’s Office, Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc., 222 Broadway, 17th Floor, New York,
New York 10038, Telephone (212) 670-0432.
 

 EXPERTS
 

The restated consolidated financial statements and the related restated financial statement schedule incorporated herein by reference from the current report on Form 8-K
of Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc. and subsidiaries (“Merrill Lynch”) dated May 4, 2004 for the year ended December 26, 2003 have been audited by Deloitte & Touche LLP,
independent auditors, as stated in their reports dated March 1, 2004 (May 4, 2004 as to Note 2) (which express unqualified opinions, and which report on the consolidated
financial statements includes explanatory paragraphs for the change in accounting method in 2002 for goodwill amortization to conform to SFAS No. 142, Goodwill and Other
Intangible Assets, and for the change in accounting method in 2004 for stock-based compensation to conform to SFAS No. 123, Accounting for Stock-Based Compensation, as
amended by SFAS No. 148, Accounting for Stock-Based Compensation—Transition and Disclosure by retroactively restating its 2003, 2002 and 2001 consolidated financial
statements), which are incorporated herein by reference, and have been so incorporated in reliance upon the reports of such firm given upon their authority as experts in
accounting and auditing.
 
Unaudited Financial Information
 

With respect to the unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements for the periods ended March 26, 2004 and March 28, 2003, which are incorporated herein by
reference, Deloitte & Touche LLP have applied limited procedures in accordance with professional standards for a review of such information. However, as stated in their report
included in Merrill Lynch’s Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended March 26, 2004 and incorporated by reference herein, they did not audit and they do not
express an opinion on those unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements. Accordingly, the degree of reliance on their report on such information should be restricted
in light of the limited nature of the review procedures applied. Deloitte & Touche LLP are not subject to the liability provisions of Section 11 of the Securities Act of 1933 for
their report on the unaudited condensed consolidated financial statements because such report is not a “report” or “part” of the registration statement prepared or certified by an
accountant within the meaning of Sections 7 and 11 of the Act.
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PURCHASERS’ STATUTORY RIGHTS IN CANADA
 

Securities legislation in certain of the provinces and territories of Canada provides purchasers with the right to withdraw from an agreement to purchase securities within
two business days after receipt or deemed receipt of a prospectus and any amendment. In several of the provinces and territories, the securities legislation further provides a
purchaser with remedies for rescission or, in some jurisdictions, damages if the prospectus and any amendment contains a misrepresentation or is not delivered to the purchaser,
provided that such remedies for rescission or damages are exercised by the purchaser within the time limit prescribed by the securities legislation of the purchaser’s province or
territory. The purchaser should refer to the applicable provisions of the securities legislation of the purchaser’s province or territory for particulars of these rights or consult with
a legal advisor. Rights and remedies may also be available to purchasers under U.S. law; purchasers may wish to consult with a U.S. legal advisor for particulars of these rights.
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CERTIFICATE OF THE COMPANY
 
Dated: June 29, 2004
 

This multi-jurisdictional disclosure system (“MJDS”) prospectus, together with the documents incorporated in this prospectus by reference, will, as of the date of each
supplement to this prospectus, constitute full, true and plain disclosure of all material facts relating to the securities offered by this MJDS prospectus and the supplement as
required by the securities legislation of each of the provinces and territories of Canada and will not contain any misrepresentation likely to affect the value or the market price of
the securities to be distributed.
 
 
 
 

/S/    E. STANLEY O’NEAL     /S/    AHMASS L. FAKAHANY
    

By:  E. STANLEY O’NEAL     By:  AHMASS L. FAKAHANY
Chief Executive Officer     Executive Vice President and Chief

     Financial Officer
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors
 
 
 
 

/S/    HEINZ-JOACHIM NEUBERGER     /S/    DAVID K. NEWBIGGING
    

By:  HEINZ-JOACHIM NEUBERGER     By:  DAVID K. NEWBIGGING
Director     Director
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CERTIFICATE OF MERRILL LYNCH CANADA INC.
 

Dated: June 29, 2004
 

To the best of our knowledge, information and belief, this prospectus, together with the documents incorporated in this prospectus by reference, will, as of the date of
each supplement to this prospectus, constitute full, true and plain disclosure of all material facts relating to the securities offered under this prospectus and the supplement as
required by the securities legislation of each of the provinces and territories of Canada and will not contain any misrepresentation likely to affect the value or the market price of
the securities to be distributed.
 

MERRILL LYNCH CANADA INC.

  /S/    P. SCOTT MCBURNEY        
 

 
By:     P. S COTT MCBURNEY

Director
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